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THE EMBELLISHMENT OF TRUTH:   
Understanding Self-Delusion in the Esoteric Movement 

CARLOS CARDOSO AVELINE 

Since ancient times, it has been a well-
established axiom in eastern and western  
philosophies that the ideas of Truth, Beauty 
and Goodness are deeply interconnected, 
and that they are impossible to separate from 
one another.   

Goodness and Beauty are usually 
pleasant, and Robert Crosbie quoted the 
Laws of the Manu, known in India for thou-
sands of years: 

“Let him say what is true.  
Let him say what is useful.    
Let him say what is pleasant. 
Let him utter no disagreeable truth. 
Let him utter no agreeable falsehood.”1  

As to the West, let’s see one exam-
ple from Ancient Greece.  In his dialogue 
Philebus, Plato presents a conversation 
with Socrates.  The great philosopher is 
discussing the inner and alchemical proc-
ess by which we learn to combine in the 
proper way different subtle substances in 
our consciousness, so that we attain Good-
ness.  Socrates explains:   

“... Any want of measure and sym-
metry in any mixture whatever must al-
ways be of necessity fatal, both to the ele-
ments and to the mixture, which is then 
not a mixture, but only a confused medley  
which brings confusion on the possessor of 
it.” 

                                                
1
 The Friendly Philosopher, Robert Crosbie, The 
Theosophy Company, Los Angeles, 1945,  415 pp., 
see p. 48.  

Protarchus agrees, saying:  “Most 
true”.  Socrates proceeds:  

“And now the power of the good 
has retired into the region of the beautiful; 
for measure and symmetry are beauty and 
virtue all the world over.  (...)  Also we 
said that truth was to form an element in 
the mixture.  (...) Then, if we are not able 
to hunt the Good with one idea only, with 
three we may catch our prey; Beauty, 
Symmetry, Truth are the three, and these 
taken together we may regard as the single 
cause of the mixture, and the mixture as 
being good by reason of the infusion of 
them.”2  
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2
  Philebus, a dialogue by Plato, included in the vol-
ume Pla o, published by  Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
Inc., Great Books of the Western World, Chicago, 
London, Toronto, 1952, 814 pp., see pp. 637-638.   

3 We are grateful to Fohat, a quarterly of the Edmon-
ton Theosophical Society for granting permission to 
reprint the above article from their Summer 2005 
issue. — ED., A.T. 
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No doubt. Goodness, truth, symme-
try and beauty are inseparable realities 
acting through an integrated process, an 
“infusion”.  Yet for the student of esoteric 
philosophy simply accepting this idea is  
not enough.  It is also necessary to know 
that the dynamic unity of these substances 
is beyond the field of  perception given by 
the five senses and personal memory, and 
that it can only be understood at the inner 
level.  

Let’s examine, for instance, the 
Beauty present in Truth.  It cannot be always 
seen.  It is fundamentally hidden and only 
occasionally external.  Things are often not 
what they seem, and the Truth beneath 
surfaces can easily appear — or be construed 
and presented — as something bad, ugly, 
painful, or  even unfriendly, aggressive, 
heretical and  dangerous.   

The beauty of the spiritual path 
leading to self-knowledge is also internal, 
and to think that it must always show itself 
externally has been for centuries a great 
source of unnecessary illusion and suffering.  
Therefore all appearances of beauty, truth 
and goodness should be carefully examined 
by every student.  Walking along this 
arduous path, he will gradually learn how to 
prevent self-illusion and also how not to 
mislead others.   

Truth is frequently difficult to accept, 
and H.P. Blavatsky warned us about the 
many obstacles to sincerity. She wrote:     

“Sincerity is true wisdom, it appears, 
only to the mind of the moral philosopher.  
It is rudeness and insult to him who regards 
dissimulation and deceit as culture and 
politeness, and holds that the shortest, 
easiest, and safest way to success is to let 
sleeping dogs and old customs alone.  But, if 
the dogs are obstructing the highway to 
progress and truth, and Society will, as a 
rule, reject the wise words of (St.) 
Augustine, who recommends that ‘no man 
should prefer custom before reason and 

truth’, is it a sufficient cause for the 
philanthropist to walk out of, or even deviate 
from the track of truth, because the selfish 
egoist chooses to do so?”1  

Therefore, whenever a group or 
section of the theosophical movement starts 
embellishing truth so that it gets more 
attractive to the world and to the people at 
large, there is danger.  Truths which appear 
to be ugly may be swept aside.  Those who 
insist in raising uncomfortable facts will be 
considered dangerous people.  Credulity will 
come in and people will forget these 
classical words of a Mahatma: “Credulity 
breeds credulity and ends in hipocrisy”.2  

Once artificial beautification of truth 
leads people to credulity, it soon creates the 
need for more and more embellishment of 
reality.  Later on, a moment will come when 
this group of theosophists has no clear 
criteria any longer to distinguish truth from 
illusion or fact from fiction.  Once the 
apparently ugly truths have started being 
eliminated from the field of our conscious 
sight, it follows that the apparently beautiful 
lies, illusions and falsehoods begin to 
replace Truth.  An old saying states that lies 
are ashamed of their ugliness, so they 
disguise themselves as truths.  That is why 
our Teachers recommend that students 
should have the courage to choose truth at 
all times, regardless of appearances.  It is a 
question of spiritual survival, and  H.P.B. 
wrote:  

“Our motto was from the first, and 
ever shall be: ‘THERE IS NO RELIGION 
HIGHER THAN TRUTH’.  Truth we search 

                                                

t

t t
,

 

1
 H.P. Blava sky Collected Writings, TPH, Whea-
ton(USA), London (UK), Madras (India), Volume 
IX, second printing, 1986, 488 pp., see p. 06.  

2
 Letter 46, dated 1900, from Mahatma K.H. to 
Annie Besant, in Let ers From the Mas ers of the 
Wisdom  transcribed and compiled by C. Jinara-
jadasa, first series, Sixth Printing, 1973, TPH, Ad-
yar,  Madras/Chenai,  India, 183 pp., see page 99. 
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for, and, once found, we bring it forward 
before the world, whencesoever it comes.” 1  

Yet the theosophical movement as a 
whole has had a steady pattern of wrong 
choices with regard to this question. Many 
great and small examples of “truth 
embellishment” or self-delusion can be 
found in the several theosophical groups and 
institutions around the world — and most 
probably in our own lives, too.  Therefore, 
while looking at the mistakes made by other 
persons or by the esoteric movement at 
large, each student should have enough 
courage to remember that all human karma 
is his own, and illusion is not something to 
be identified and comdemned in others only.   

The moral beauty present in ac-
knowledging and correcting our mistakes 
runs underneath the deceiving surfaces of 
life, and it has long-term effects. Accord-
ing to the Golden Stairs given to esoteric 
students through HPB, to have an open 
mind and to make a brave declaration of 
principles are two necessary steps for 
those who would like to have access to the 
inner Temple of Truth.2  This means chal-
lenging routine.  

 An open mind and a courageous 
declaration of principles are two essential 
practices for groups and institutions, as well 
as individuals.  With these two instruments 
the theosophical movement can learn  from 
its own mistakes. This should not be too 
complicated according to a popular saying in 
Brazil, which explains:    

“The wise ones learn from other peo-
ple’s mistakes; the moderately ignorant 
learn from their own mistakes; only com-
plete fools do not learn even from their own 
mistakes.”  

                                                

it

t

                                               

1
 H.P. Blavatsky Collected Wr ings, TPH, Volume IX, 
1986, 488 pp., see p. 07.  

2
 H.P. Blava sky Collected Writings, TPH,  Volume 
XII, 1980,  859 pp., see p. 503.  

We should be humble enough to 
admit and to discuss our failures, in order 
not to repeat them.  If we accept we don’t 
know things we don’t know, at least we 
will have an open mind, and this is the first 
socratic step for starting to learn a new 
lesson at a higher level.  

With an open mind we can also say 
what we think.  Let us see, then, in this 
spirit, a few examples of self-delusion in 
the history of the esoteric movement.  Oc-
casions when truth was embellished or 
simply abandoned because it did not seem 
to appear beautiful enough in the eyes of 
the public.  Moments when untruthfulness 
was seen as irresistibly beautiful, elegant, 
even charming.    

*In 1884-85, when HPB was accused 
by the Society for Psychic Researches (SPR) 
of being a “fascinating case of fraud”, 
leading theosophists in India decided it 
would be easier not to challenge the 
offenders by defending HPB and the Truth 
against them. HPB got sick and had to leave 
Adyar never to come back. It took one 
hundred years for that very SPR to honestly 
make a public acknowledgement that after 
all HPB was NOT a fraud. Instead, she was 
the VICTIM of the forgeries and falsehoods 
fabricated by her slanderers. 3 

*During the 1890s, William Q. Judge 
was accused by the Adyar T.S. (led by 
Henry Olcott and Annie Besant) of forging 
messages supposedly coming from the 
Mahatmas.  The editors of the book The 
Theosophical Movement 1875-19504 
received a document signed by Mr. B. P. 
Wadia, a well-known theosophist. The 

 

t
3
  See H.P. Blavatsky and he SPR, an examination 

of  the Hodgson Report of 1885, by Vernon Harrison, 
Theosophical University Press, Pasadena, USA, 1997, 
78 pp.  

4
  Published by Theosophy Company.  
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document, signed in December 15, 1947, 
says:  

“Not only Col. Olcott, but also Mrs. 
Besant came to perceive the error of her 
ways in later years. A respected member 
of the Adyar Society who had fully studied 
the Judge Case interviewed Mrs. Besant 
specially on this subject. In course of the 
serious conversation, Mrs. Besant admitted 
that what was presented to her was on the 
whole accurate and that she had come to a 
conclusion some time previously that 
Judge did not forge those letters; and that 
the messages received by him were genu-
ine.  On being requested to say that much 
only, if not more, to the Theosophical pub-
lic the world over Mrs. Besant demurred 
and remarked that it was such an old and 
forgotten matter — ‘Why revive it?’ On 
permission being sought by the friend to 
make her view public, she flatly refused. 
This came as a shock to the gentleman 
who was refused this permission, for he 
fully expected that in the interests of his-
torical veracity Mrs. Besant would agree 
to say in public what she so readily admit-
ted to him in private conversation, com-
pletely exonerating Mr. Judge from manu-
facturing bogus Mahatma messages.”1 

*During the first part of the 20th cen-
tury, Mr. C. W. Leadbeater and Mrs. Annie 
Besant proudly announced to the world that 
Lord Christ himself would personally come 
back in a public way, together with the 
higher self of the Roman Emperor Julius 
Caeser, and both would eliminate most of 
the world’s problems, including wars and 
poverty, before the end of that century.2 It 
                                                

                                               

1
 The Judge Case, a Conspiracy Which Ruined the 
Theosophical CAUSE, by Ernest Pelletier, Edmonton 
Theosophical Society, a one-volume edition with 
983 pages in two parts. See p. 443, second part.  

2
 See MAN, Whence, How and Whither, by C. W. 
Leadbeater and Annie Besant, TPH, Adyar. The 
Brazilian Edition of this work only recently disap-
peared from bookshops.  

had all appearance of a beautiful dream — or 
at least of an embellished fancy.  Christ’s 
“vehicle” and instrument in the Second 
Coming  was to be Mr. Jiddu Krishnamurti, 
with the help of the Liberal Catholic Church 
led by Leadbeater.  At the same time, Lead-
beater also described with all sorts of details, 
in the first editions of his book The Inner 
Life, the advanced human civilization which 
according to him lives on the physical plane 
in the planet Mars, with its large cities, so-
cial organizations, agriculture and so on.  
Not content with the fantastic information 
about Mars, Leadbeater also let the world 
know that physical plane houses of people 
living on the planet Mercury  have doors 
which are several feet above the soil, so that 
people have to take considerable jumps to 
get to them. But this is not a problem, since 
gravity in Mercury happens to be much less 
intense than on Earth.3  For some unex-
plained reason, however, the Adyar T. S. has 
apparently forgotten in recent years that 
these clairvoyant reports have ever been 
written and sold around the world under the 
name of Theosophy.  The 1978 USA edition 
of The Inner Life did not include the text on 
Mars and Mercury.  Several clairvoyant 
books written by C.W. Leadbeater seem to 
have silently disappeared into thin air.  Un-
fortunately, many other absurdities present 
in his books are still for sale worldwide.  
The truth about Leadbeater’s mistakes has 
not been considered beautiful enough, per-
haps, to be honestly  presented to the public.   

*In the year 2000, the Theosophical 
Publishing House/Quest Books published 
the unfortunate volume The Esoteric World 
of Madame Blavatsky, by Daniel Caldwell.  
This 451 pp. book is a collection of 
testimonies, false and true, about the life of 
H. P. Blavatsky.  With this book, Daniel 
Caldwell inaugurated a new  “editorial 

 
3
  Readers can examine Mr. Leadbeater’s remarkable 
clairvoyant description of physical life on  Mars and 
Mercury in the magazine Theosophical History, 
January 1988, pp. 142-148.  
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policy” adopted by the Adyar Theosophical 
Society in America1,  which consists of 
publishing lies and libels invented by the old 
enemies of H. P. Blavatsky and of the 
theosophical movement as if they were 
authentic documents.  The new editorial 
“policy” also includes publishing these false 
accusations scattered amidst authentic 
documents, which makes it harder for the 
inexperienced student to identify the 
falsehoods whose effect —  if unresisted —  
would be killing HPB’s memory and 
destroying its spiritual vibration at the 
moral, ethical and occult levels, which are 
inevitably interconnected.  Thus HPB’s 
image could be apparently put at the same 
level as some other “theosophical” leaders, 
perhaps.  In the disgusting volume The 
Esoteric World of Madame Blavatsky — 
while believing the editor has selected 
truthful documents — the reader will bump 
into many of the lies written against HPB.  
There he will see two texts by Emma 
Coulomb (pp. 35-36 and pp. 210-215) with 
no word from the “editor” Daniel Cadlwell 
admitting he is publishing documents which 
have no trace of truth in them whatsoever.   

*Caldwell’s book also contains two 
texts by Mr. Solovyov with attacks against 
HPB; one false testimony by Mr. Richard 
Hodgson, several false accusations against 
HPB made by Moncure D. Conway and 
many other unjust attacks aimed at her who 
is not here to defend herself.  The disgusting 
material includes utter disrespect for two 
Sacred Teachers and Their names, in one of 
the libels signed by Emma Coulomb.  Its 
reproduction by a Publishing House which 
calls itself “Theosophical” is something 
which surpasses and goes relatively far 
beyond the limits of absurdity.  HPB wrote 

                                                
                                               

1
 This Editorial “policy” does not have the approval 
of the International President of the Adyar Society, 
Mrs. Radha Burnier, as she clarified in a letter ad-
dressed to me and dated 24 June 2004.  

long enough in The Key to Theosophy2 about 
the abuse of sacred names, even when the 
cause of such a desecration is not a 
collection of deliberate lies against the 
theosophical philosophy.   

As to this kind of action, there are two 
levels of karma: the karma of actively 
publishing lies against the Masters and HPB, 
and the karma of anyone who knows about 
this and does nothing.  This will not be the 
karma of earnest students.  In the 
Preliminary Memorandum of the Esoteric 
Section of  Theosophical Society, issued in 
1888, Mrs. Blavatsky made an inspiring 
quotation from the Book of Discipline in the 
schools of Dzyan and from a letter  of a 
Master: “He who wipeth not away the filth 
with which the parent’s body may have 
been defiled by an enemy, neither loves the 
parent nor honours himself.  He who 
defendeth not the persecuted and the 
helpless (...) has been born too soon in 
human shape.”3  I can only humbly agree 
with these wise words.   

*It is true that the editor of The 
Esoteric World of Madame Blavatsky wrote 
at the preface of the book: “These 
reminiscenses by her relatives, 
acquaintances, friends, co-workers, and 
enemies give a vivid portrayal of Madame 
Blavatsky’s personality and allow the reader 
to enter into the historical milieu of her 
time.”  But he forgot the profound difference 
between an enemy and a liar.  An enemy, 
says the dictionary, is an adversary or an 
opponent — often an honest person.  A liar 
is a person who tells lies — or who 
knowingly helps propagating them.  
Enemies may say unpleasant truths and we 
should be able to learn from them.  The 
problem is not with enemies, then, but with 

 
2
 The Key to Theosophy, H. P. Blavatsky, Theosophy 
Company, Bombay, India, 367 pp., 1987. See 
pages 298-301.  

3 H.P. Blavatsky Collected Writings, TPH, Volume 
XII, 1980,  859 pp., see pp . 502-503.  
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false testimonies.  The editor of The Esoteric 
World of Madame Blavatsky wrongly called 
“reminiscenses” the old, well-known 
falsehoods and proven lies.  He and TPH-
Wheaton considered them beautiful enough 
to go to the public.  

*In 1999-2000, while working as 
an editor in the translation into Portuguese 
language of the Mahatma Letters to 
A.P.Sinnett, I made an issue-by-issue 
comparative study showing the radical and  
irreconcilable differences between the 
HPB/Masters Teachings and the fantastic 
writings of C. W. Leadbeater.  I submitted 
the study to Ms. Joy Mills, former Interna-
tional Vice-President of the Adyar T.S., 
and a well-known student of the Mahatma 
Letters.  Ms. Mills confirmed my evi-
dences and conclusions.  She wrote that 
Leadbeater’s clairvoyant books are mostly 
“science-fiction”, but recommended that I 
should remain quiet and silent about that.  
In July 2002 I submitted the same com-
parative study to the international presi-
dent of the Adyar T.S., Ms. Radha 
Burnier.  In her answer to me, she care-
fully avoided taking any clear position on 
the subject.  In this particular case too, it 
seems that Truth was not considered beau-
tiful enough to see the light of the day.     

*In June 20031, the Theosophical 
Publishing House-Wheaton published the 
volume entitled Letters of H. P. Blavatsky 

                                                
1 Upon reading "Fohat" I saw a mistake of mine 

which we should correct for the  

"Aq. Theosophist" edition of "The Embellishment of 
Truth". 

At the opening of the last item in the list of self-
delusions the movement inflicted upon itself since 
the 1890s, I wrongly say that "In June 2004, the 
Theosophical Publishing House-Wheaton published 
the volume entitled 'The Letters of HPB' ", etc.   It 
was NOT June 2004.  It was 2003. It should read, 
therefore: 

* In 2003, the Theosophical Publishing House-
Wheaton published the volume entitled ..... etc. 

– Volume I including in it, as authentic 
documents, some 20 false letters whose 
originals never appeared except in the 
creative imagination of Mr. Vsevolod So-
lovyov, and whose content is disgustingly 
offensive to Truth and to the theosophical 
movement.  Mr. John Algeo, the editor of 
the forgeries, half-admitted in a message 
to Ms. Dara Eklund (of which I have a 
xerox copy), that he made this mistake in 
spite of having been warned beforehand 
about the subject.  Yet he refuses to publi-
cally acknowledge his wrongdoing or to 
take the steps necessary to correct the 
situation. Once more, untruthfulness has 
been considered good and beautiful 
enough to go to the public.  Truth, on the 
other hand, does not seem to be the right 
thing to offer the public.     

The Case and the accusations against 
William Q. Judge, as the careful 
Leadbeaterian descriptions of human 
physical life and civilization in Mars and 
Mercury, or the libels and forged letters 
against HPB,   and the information about  
the spectacular coming back of Christ and 
Julius Caesar in the 20th Century —  all 
these  seem to have the same degree of  
inaccuracy.       

The occult effects and dangers created 
by this process of departure from Truth were 
clearly pointed out by Master K.H. in Letter 
XXX of the Mahatma Letters.  Addressed to 
Mr. Allan O. Hume, the letter makes a vivid 
comparison between the practical methods 
employed by the Adepts of the Eternal Truth 
and — the Jesuits.   Something to think 
about and to meditate.  The Mahatma writes:    

My dear Sir, we will hardly ever 
agree in our ideas of things, and even of 
the value of words.   You have once upon 
a time called us Jesuits; and, viewing 
things as you do, perhaps, you were right 
to a certain extent in so regarding us, 
since apparently our systems of training 
do not differ much.   But it is only exter-
nally.   As I once said before, they know 
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that what they teach is a lie; and we know 
that what we impart is truth, the only 
truth and nothing but the truth.   They 
work for the greater power and glory (!)  
of their order; we —  for the power and 
final glory of  individuals,  of isolated 
units, of humanity in general,  and we are 
content, nay forced — to leave our Order 
and its chiefs entirely in the shade.   They 
work, and toil, and deceive, for the sake 
of worldly power in this life; we work 
and toil, and allow our chelas to be tem-
porarily deceived, to afford them means 
never to be deceived hereafter, and to see 
the whole evil of falsity and untruth, not 
alone in this but in many of their after 
lives. (...) They are trained to deceive; we 
— to undeceive...”1  

The occult obstacles challenging insti-
tutions which call themselves theosophical 
get more serious, then, when they decide 
they prefer publishing things they know to 
be falsehoods and lies, and when they decide 
they prefer not to publish crucial informa-
tion which they know to be true.  

What do the Masters  of the Truth 
Eternal expect from us, students of their 
esoteric philosophy?  In a purely abstract 
sense, perhaps it is not too difficult to 
understand, in part.  In the precise moment 
when HPB was suffering the most severe 
attacks coming from those very same 
persons whose untrue words are now 
“innocently” publicized by  “theosophical” 
editors, the Mahatma K.H. wrote: 

“Courage then, you all, who would 
be warriors of the one divine Verity; keep 
on boldly and confidently; husband your 
moral strength not wasting it upon trifles 

 

                                                

i
1
 The Mahatma Letters to A. P. S nnett, T.U.P., 
Pasadena, 1992,  493 pp., see Letter XXX, pages 
231-232. In the Chronological Edition of the Ma-
hatma Letters (TPH-Philippines, 1993),  please see 
Letter 74, pp. 222-223.  

but keeping it against great occasions like 
the present one.”2  

To some, defending the truth with any 
small degree of personal sacrifice may seem 
too passionate.  Perhaps one or two people 
could even say that such an odd attitude 
does not have the amount of hypocrisy 
necessary to live well in these days.  

Yet for a sincere student of the eternal 
Dharma there could be hardly anything more 
beautiful, kind, good, pleasant, useful or 
worthwhile than helping protect the 
Teaching, and the Teacher’s Work, from 
those poor personalities who do not know, 
or do not wish to know the road to inner 
Truth.  

Such a student must be aware of the 
fact that this same alchemical process or 
struggle takes place  inside his own 
consciousness all the time as long as he is 
linked to human karma.  There is no other 
path to go: in order to liberate himself, he 
has to help liberate others. In order to 
liberate others, he has to liberate himself. 
There is no difference between peace unto 
oneself and peace unto all beings.  

 

Ancient Greek 
COSTAS VERGOS 
[Athens, Greece] 

There are 8.000 Homeric words used in 
English language today.   For example the 
Homeric word FINOS (pronounced "vi-
nos" became OINOS in Plato's time, 
VINO in Latin, vine in German, wine in 

                                                
2 The Mahatma Letters to A. 

P. Sinnett, T.U.P., 493 pp., see 
Letter LV, p. 322  (Letter 130 in 
the Chronological Edition).  
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English.  In modern Greek we use the 
word "κρασί" (krasi).  

Most amazing is that in various other old 
languages the word "wine" is similar to the 
Homeric. For example in Hawaiian: 

English word Hawaiian word1 

wine  Waina  

This could be due to the common, At-
lantean origin. 

From the following table, 

[SEE NEXT PAGE] 

                                                
1 

http://fm.hisurf.com/hawaiian/dictionary.taf?_func
tion=list&_start=1

 

http://fm.hisurf.com/hawaiian/dictionary.taf?_function=list&_start=1
http://fm.hisurf.com/hawaiian/dictionary.taf?_function=list&_start=1
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the early Greek alphabet also included the 
letters: C, D, F, L, Q, R, V which were 
later included in the Latin alphabet.  "G" 
was the only letter in the Latin alphabet 
not included in the Greek alphabet. 

J variation of Ι 

U variation of V 

W variation of V 

 

 

Plato in Cratylus provides valuable infor-
mation as to how and when the first names 
were created and if an alphabet would be 
required for this. 

 

I consider the translation of Benjamin 
Jowett (1817–93) of Cratylus by Plato in 
English as an excellent work. 
http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/cratylus.html

 

I do realize however that he had to face 
two contingencies in those instances when 
Plato referred to ancient times. 

1. Ancient times should not span in 
time beyond 3,000 BC since it is 
commonly believed that no civili-
zation existed before then. 
 

2. It is still believed that the Greeks 
alphabet was derived from the 
Phoenician alphabet in about 750 
BC. So alphabetical characters 
should not have existed before 
then. 

 

For this, whenever the original text in-
cluded words like ἄλφα  (alpha) ἰῶτα 
(iota) σῖγμα (sigma) etc. Jowett thought it 

was appropriate to translate it as "a". "I" 
and "s".  

It is interesting to examine the prospects of 
time by Plato. 

From the following passage, it seems that 
Plato considers Homer as a contemporary 
poet. 

Soc. Then if you despise him, you 
must learn of Homer and the poets. 

[Homer lived about 500 years before 
Plato, which is a relatively small period.] 

Soc. And therefore I have the most en-
tire conviction that he called them 
demons, because they were daemones 
(knowing or wise), and in our older 
Attic dialect the word itself occurs. 

[The original text for the phrase "in our 
older Attic dialect" is:] 

καὶ  ἔν  γε  τῇ  ἀρχαίᾳ  τῇ  ἡμετέρᾳ 
φωνῇ 

From the Perseus tool1 on the word 
"ἀρχαίᾳ"  it seems more appropriate to 
translate it as "ancient". Then the phrase 
would be: 

                                                

1 I have inputed the word "  ἀρχαίᾳ"at 
 http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-
bin/lexindex?lookup=a)rxai%3Dos&db=lsj&searchT
ext=&lang=greek&display= 

and received the following definitions: 

2. old-fashioned, antiquated, Aesch. PB 317 (lyr.), 
Aristoph. Cl. 984, Dem. 22.14; of literary style, 
Demetr.Eloc.244.  

b. simple, silly, Aristoph. Cl. 915, al., Pherecr. 205; -
oteros ei tou deontos Plat. Euthyd. 295c, etc.  

3. ancient, former, to a. rheethon Hdt. 1.75; tou a. 
logou IDEM=Hdt. 7.160; ou gar dê to g' a. demas 
Soph. OC 110; hoi a., opp. hoi husteron, Thuc. 
2.16; a. phusis Aesch. Lib. 281, Hp. Art.53, Plat. 
Sym. 193c, etc.; phusis kai katastasis a. 
Democr.278; coupled with palaios, palaion dôron 
archaiou thêros Soph. Trach. 555, cf. Lys. 6.51, 
D.l.c.  

4. old, worn out 

http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/cratylus.html
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/lexindex?lookup=a)rxai%3Dos&db=lsj&searchText=&lang=greek&display
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/lexindex?lookup=a)rxai%3Dos&db=lsj&searchText=&lang=greek&display
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/lexindex?lookup=a)rxai%3Dos&db=lsj&searchText=&lang=greek&display
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Aesch.+PB+317&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Aristoph.+Cl.+984&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Dem.+22.14&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Aristoph.+Cl.+915&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Plat.+Euthyd.+295c&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Hdt.+1.75&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Hdt.+7.160&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Soph.+OC+110&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Thuc.+2.16&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Thuc.+2.16&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Aesch.+Lib.+281&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Plat.+Sym.+193c&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Plat.+Sym.+193c&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Soph.+Trach.+555&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Lys.+6.51&vers=original&searchText=&lang=greek&display=
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Soc. And therefore I have the most en-
tire conviction that he called them 
demons, because they were daemones 
(knowing or wise), and in our ancient 
dialect the word itself occurs. 

The unwillingness of Jowett to mistrans-
late the word "ancient" is understandable. 

Here is another passage, the original text 
and the English translation by Benjamin 
Jowett: 

ΣΩ. Τὸ τῆς Ἀθηνᾶς; 

ΕΡΜ. Ναί. 

ΣΩ.  Toῦτο  ἐμβριθέστερον,  ὦ  φίλε. 
ἐοίκασι  δὴ  καὶ  οἱ  παλαιοὶ  τὴν 
Ἀθηνᾶν  νομίζειν ὥσπερ  οἱ  νῦν περὶ 
Ὅμηρον  δεινοί.  καὶ  γὰρ  τούτων  οἱ 
πολλοὶ  ἐξηγούμενοι  τὸν  ποιητήν 
φασι τὴν Ἀθηνᾶν αὐτὸν νοῦν τε καὶ 
διάνοιαν  πεποιηκέναι,  καὶ  ὁ  τὰ 
ὀνόματα  ποιῶν  ἔοικε  τοιοῦτόν  τι 
περὶ  αὐτῆς  διανοεῖσθαι,  ἔτι  δὲ 
μειζόνως  λέγων  θεοῦ  νόησιν 
ὡσπερεὶ  λέγει  ὅτι  «ἁ  θεονόα»  ἐστὶν 
αὕτη, τῷ ἄλφα ξενικῶς ἀντὶ τοῦ ἦτα 
χρησάμενος  καὶ  τὸ  ἰῶτα  καὶ  τὸ 
σῖγμα  ἀφελών.  ἴσως  δὲ  οὐδὲ  ταύτῃ, 
ἀλλ’  ὡς  τὰ  θεῖα  νοούσης  αὐτῆς 
διαφερόντως  τῶν  ἄλλων  «Θεονόην» 
ἐκάλεσεν. οὐδὲν δὲ ἀπέχει καὶ τὴν ἐν 
τῷ  ἤθει  νόησιν  ὡς  οὖσαν  τὴν  θεὸν 
ταύτην  «Ἠθινόην»  μὲν  βούλεσθαι 
προσειπεῖν παραγαγὼν δὲ ἢ αὐτὸς ἤ 
τινες  ὕστερον  ἐπὶ  τὸ  κάλλιον  ὡς 
ᾤοντο, «Ἀθηνάαν» ἐκάλεσαν.  

----------------------- 

Soc. Athene?  

Her. Yes.  

Soc. That is a graver matter, and there, my 
friend, the modern interpreters of Homer 
may, I think, assist in explaining the view 
of the ancients. For most of these in their 
explanations of the poet, assert that he 
meant by Athene "mind" (nous) and 
"intelligence" (dianoia), and the maker of 
names appears to have had a singular 
notion about her; and indeed calls her by a 
still higher title, "divine intelligence" 
(Thou noesis), as though he would say: 
This is she who has the mind of God 
(Theonoa1);- using a as a dialectical 
variety e, and taking away i and s. 
Perhaps, however, the name Theonoe may 
mean "she who knows divine things" 
(Theia noousa) better than others. Nor 
shall we be far wrong in supposing that the 
author of it wished to identify this 
Goddess with moral intelligence (en ethei 
noesin), and therefore gave her the name 
ethonoe; which, however, either he or his 
successors have altered into what they 
thought a nicer form, and called her 
Athene.  

Here too Plato distinguishes between 
"modern" people and ancient people. There 
is no need to tell us as again how old are 
these people. He said this in Critias and Ti-
maeus. 

But could Plato imply that this old al-
phabet was passed down from the antedilu-
vian Atalantis and we are still using it to-
day? 

Could this be the missing link that 
scholars call “Indo-European” language? 

The Theosophical text you sent me a 
while back seems to be related to this: 

The records of the Occultists make 
no difference between the “Atlantean” 
ancestors of the old Greeks and Ro-
mans.  Partially corroborated and in 

                                                
1 Theo – know(lege) I cannot help thinking that 

these two words are used in English. 
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turn contradicted by licensed or recog-
nized history.  The occult records teach 
of the ancient Latini of classic legend 
called Itali — of that people, in short, 
which, crossing the Ap[ennines … en-
tered from the north the peninsula, and 
there survived at a period long before 
the days of Romulus. 

Profane history informs us that the 
Latins of the mythical era “got so Hel-
lenized amidst the rich colonies of 
Magna GrÆcia that there remained 
nothing in them of their primitive Latin 
nationality.  It is the Latins proper, it 
says, those pre-Roman Italians who by 
settling in Latium had from the first 
kept themselves free from the Greek in-
fluence, who were the ancestors of the 
Romans. 

All the best 

Costas 

 
 

 

 

The Global Village 
Athens Greece ULT 

Charilaou Trikoupi 60 
3rd Floor 

Athens, 10680 – Greece 
 

Contact:  Aspasia Papadomichelaki 
Tel/fax: +30 210 9334841 

Mobile: 6973/318487 
2 0 0 5   S C H E D U L E  

E v e r y W e d n e s d a y at 8 p.m. 
Entrance Free 

Every Wednesday: 6p.m. — 7.30p.m. 
The Secret Doctrine by H.P.Blavatsky 

MEDITATION — SELF-KNOWLEDGE, 
The Yoga Aphorisms of Patanjali by William Judge 

Meets 6.00p.m. — 8.30p.m. 
On the following Mondays: 

January 17, February 21, March 14, April 11, May 16 
Please do not hesitate to ask for any clarification. 

 

 
 

New Places for Spanish Study 
  

EAST LOS ANGELES 
Martes: 6:30 p.m.  a 8:00 p.m. 

6641 Easton Street, Este de Los Angeles, Ca.  
90022 

Entre Wittier Blvd.  y Olympic cerca de, Garfield Ave. 
Tel.  (323) 264 4065 Llamar entre, 4:00 p.m.  y 

6:00 p.m. 
  

LONG BEACH 
Segundo y Ultimo Sábado del Mes; 5:30 p.m.  a 

7:00 p.m. 
3145 E.  Broadway 

  
HUNTINGTON PARK 

Todos los Lunes, De: 7:00pm a 8:30 pm 
“LIBRERÍA LATINA” 

6316 Pacific Blvd.  Huntington Park, Ca.  90255 
(Entre Gage y Clarendon) Tel.  323 581 4248 
Estacionamiento Gratis detrás de la Librería  

  
“TODO ESTUDIOS Y PARTICIPATIÓN SON GRATUITOS” 

 
United Lodge of Theosophist 

 



The Aquarian Theosophist,  Vol.  V, #10 August 17, 2005 Page 13 

3766 El Cajon Blvd 
San Diego, Ca 92105 

(619)283-0142 
E-Mail:  jim2sal@aol.com 

Sundays 10:45-12Noon           

 

Theosophical Book Center Wednesdays — 11a.m.-1p.m. 
Wednesdays: 12 Noon to 1p.m. 
 Psychotherapy of BhagavadGita 
Fridays: 7p.m.  to 8:30 p.m. Basic Theosophy 

 
Sarasota, Florida 

Theosophy Group 
Meets Weekly on: 

WEDNESDAYS: — 7 - 8:15 P.M. 
SUNDAYS   —   11 AM – 12:30 PM 
We are a very friendly group of students with 

various religious and philosophical backgrounds.  
Our goals are to discuss and understand the universal 
truths of Theosophy. 

On Wed.  nights we are studying, The Ocean 
of Theosophy by W.Q. Judge, and on Sunday 
mornings we’re discussing Isis Unveiled by H.P.  
Blavatsky and Light On The Path by Mabel Collins. 

Our address is: 2700 S.  Tamiami Trail  
Suite#11B, Sarasota, Florida 34239 and our phone 
number is: 941-312-9494. 

http://www.theosophyusa.com
941-349-5151 
Please feel free to call Bob Waxman if 

you need any additional information. 
 

United Lodge of Theosophists 
1917 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19103 
All welcome       No collections 

 
United Lodge of Theosophists 

Robert Crosbie House 
62 Queens Gardens 

London W23AH, UK 

Tel +(44) 20 7723 0688 
Fax +(44) 20 7262 8639 

Contact us: ult@ultlon.freeserve.co.uk
MEETINGS     ON SUNDAYS 7 PM 

  

United Lodge of Theosophists 
 62 Queens Gardens   London   W2 3AL 
 
 

 

 

 020 7723 0688  www.ultlon.freeserve.co.uk

Karma & Reincarnation  
The twin doctrines of Theosophy, a mode of liv-
ing common to the great sages, adepts and 
Masters who live by the Great Ideal - to benefit 
humanity. 

One humanity, one goal, one Truth  
Universal Brotherhood means unity through diversity 

and mutual respect; its absence is the cause 
of violence and suffering. 

Individuality and Interdependence 
“We should aim at creating free men & women, free 

intellectually, free morally, unprejudiced in 
all respects, and above all things, unselfish.” 

“the rational explanation of things…” 
H.P.Blavatsky, a great Occultist of the modern age 

All   welcome   to   study   Theosophy 
• Talks & meetings ~ discussions with questions 

• Study Group – Wednesdays 7pm from Oct 6th  
         Bhagavad Gita & Fundamental Theosophical studies 

• Correspondence Course – by post or email 
   contact ULT at correspondence@clara.co.uk

 

       

From the Writings of   
HP Blavatsky & WQ Judge 
Interactive Study Class 
Every other Sunday  10:30 — 12:00 
Located at:   
NY TS  240-242 E 53rd Street, 
NYC, NY (Bet.  2nd&3rd Ave.) 
Contacts: 
Http://www.geocities/theosophycircle/  
Tmwriters@mindspring.com
David@broadviewnet.net   
Amedeo@optonline.net   
 Phone:  
David - (718) 438-5021 
Amedeo – (973) 697 – 5938 

Classes are free and open to all 

mailto:ult@ultlon.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.geocities/theosophycircle/
mailto:Tmwriters@mindspring.com
mailto:David@broadviewnet.net
mailto:Amedeo@optonline.net


The Aquarian Theosophist,  Vol.  V, #10 August 17, 2005 Page 14 

 

 

 
THEOSOPHY HALL 

347 East 72 Street 
New York, NY 10021 

(212) 535-2230 
E-mail:  otownley@gmail.com

All meetings are free.  No collections, fees or dues. 
Discussion — Multi-Media 
Monday Night 

7:30-9:00pm 

Investigation of the unexplained laws of Na-
ture, and the psychical powers latent in man.
Free Study Materials Provided

• Meditation & Raja Yoga 
• Dreams and the Dreamer 
• Karma and Reincarnation 
• Places After Death 
• Spiritual and Psychic Realms 
• A Relationship with God 
• Science and Psi Phenomena 

THEOSOPHY HALL 
347 East 72 Street, NY NY 10021 

Doors Open at 6:45PM 
Phone: (212) 535-2230 
Refreshments Served 

Current topics:  Contrasting ancient 
theosophical teachings with the standard 
scientific view of the world, and current psi 
phenomena.  Including distance viewing, crop 
circles, remembering past lives, etc. 

Texts include The Secret Doctrine, Is s Unveiled 
and other original Theosophical sources. 

i

_____________________ 

The Bhagavad-Gi a t
Wed.  Night  — 7:30-8:45 
 
Free Study Materials Provided 

The ancient psychology of the East and its 
application in this “era of Western Occultism.” 

SPANISH STUDY CLASS 
“Ecos del Oriente”, by Wm.Q. Judge 

Meets the first two Wednesdays of the month 

THEOSOPHY HALL 
347 East 72 Street, NY, NY 10021 

Doors Open at 6:45PM 
Phone: (212) 535-2230 

THE United Lodge of 
Theosophists 

“Maitri Bhavan” 4, Sir Krishna Rao Road, Near 
Lalbagh West Gate,  —  Basavanagudi, Banga-

lore-560 004. 

 

THEOSOPHY 
Secret Doctrine Classes 

Sunday 10:30am - 12:00 

          Theosophy Discovery Circle, New York City 

       240-242 E.  53rd St [between 2nd & 3rd Ave.] 

Monday 7:30 to 9 pm 

                New York ULT 347 East 72nd Street, NY 

Wednesday 2 to 4 pm 
                                      Antwerp ULT, Belgium 
Wednesday 7:30 to 8:45 pm 

                                               Los Angeles ULT 

Saturday 10 am to 12 noon — The Wind Horse 

    Long Beach  —  First Saturday of every month 

Wednesday   —    Bangalore ULT, India 

Wednesday:  6p.m. — 7.30p.m. 
                  Athens 10680, GREECE 
                  60 Charilaou Trikoupi Str — 3rd floor 

 

LOGIE UNIE DES THÉOSOPHES 

Loge Unie des Théosophes 

11 bis, rue Kepler – 75116 Paris, FRANCE 

Conferences   Mercredis, 19 h 30 – 20 h 45 
  

Loge Unie des Théosophes Douala 
Camaroon 

B.P.  11372 Douala Localisation Ndog - Bong 
Heures d’ouverture: mercedi 19h – 20 h 15 

Samedi 19h – 20 h 15 
Toutes les activités de la Loge sont libres et gratuites 
Les reunions commencent et se terminent aux heures 

précises indiquées 
La Loge est maintenue en activité par des participations 

bénévoles 
Tel: 40-76-72 

 

United Lodge of Theosophists 
4865 Cordell Avenue, Suite 4 

Bethesda, MD  20814 
phone  (301) 656-3566 
web:  www.ultdc.org 

Meetings:  Sundays 11 a.m.  to 12 noon 
(Lectures followed by questions and answers, or group discussions.) 

mailto:Uotownley@gmail.comU
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Den TEOSOFISKA 
 Ursprungliga Undervisningen 

 UNITED LODGE OF THEOSOPHISTS, 
Malmölogen 

Kungsgatan 16 A, 211 49 Malmö, tel.  0709 26 22 12 

 

TEOSOFISKA FÖREDRAG 
Stiftelsen Teosofiska Kompaniet  
United Lodge of Theosophists – Malmölog n e
Peter Bernin, Roslinsväg 6, 217 55 Malmö 
+46 (0)709 26 2212 

hemsida: www.teosofiskakompaniet.net

email: redaktionen@teosofiskakompaniet.net 

Phoenix ULT 
THEOSOPHY  HALL — -77 W. ENCANTO BLVD. 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85003 
Phone 602-290-0563 

PROGRAM  - 2004―2005 
 SUNDAY EVENINGS 

 7:00 - 7:45 P.M. 
Universal Theosophy by Robert Crosbie 

8:00 — 8:45 P.M. 
 Study, read, question, discuss, discover, 

the Teaching and 
 Philosophy of  Theosophy 

 IN: 
 THE SECRET DOCTRINE by H.P.  Blavatsky 

 

United Lodge of Theosophists 
799 Adelaide Street 

London, Ontario  N5Y 2L8 
CANADA 

Wednesday Evening 7:30 to 8:45 PM 
____________________________________ 

May 4  “The Foundation of Religion” 
May 11  “The Moral Law of Compensation” 
May 18  “Karmic Agents” 
May 25 “The Cause of Sorrow” 

June 1  “A league of Humanity” 
June 8   Why do we sleep and dream?” 
June 15 “The Creative Will 
Friday May 6 at 7:30  “White Lotus Day” 
Sunday June 19 at 7:00   “U.L.T. Day” 

Sunday Evening — 7:00 to 8:00 PM 
Isis Unveiled by H. P. Blavatsky 
For the Summer we will be studying the Key to The-
osophy  on Wednesday evening —  7:30 to 8:45 PM 

There will be no other meeting for the summer. 

Email contact:  Laura Gray at 
classiccontours@sympatico.ca

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

News from the ULT of Athens, 
Greece 

The cycle of our current year activi-
ties has come to a close and I must say that 
the results have been fairly satisfactory. 

As you may have seen in our pro-
gram published in "Aquarian Theoso-
phist", the meetings exclusively dealt with 
topics of genuine Theosophy.(HPB-Judge) 
On the other hand I personally participated 
in two Conventions that took place in Ath-
ens where I tried to propagate the Theoso-
phical literature and HPB's life 

Besides a small study group of 7-10 
people has been formed in Thessaloniki, 
second largest city of Greece, with which I 
come into contact every two months. 

However the most important phase 
in our yearly activity was a TV transmis-
sion on the main theosophical subjects, 
where I personally took part.  The subjects 
were — Gnosis, Pshychi, on Modern The-
osophy, the sevenfold man, the Astral, 
After Death, Devachan, Karma and Rein-
carnation, Occult evolution of humanity, 
Lotus'Day, Mahatmas. Even though this 
particular TV channel is not among the 
major ones, there has been a positive im-
pact. 

http://www.teosofiskakompaniet.net/
http://www.teosofiskakompaniet.net/
mailto:classiccontours@sympatico.ca
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My project is to prepare something 
similar for next year and hopefully with a 
bigger channel. 

I have noticed that the people at-
tending the ULT lectures are not so many 
(about 15-20) and the audience fluctuates. 
They learn about our study-group through 
special magazines and the web-sites. 

Two devoted Theosophists have 
translated Judge's Ocean of Theosophy and 
are preparing it for edition. Please advise if 
it is okey with you for us to go on with the 
publication.1 

I am not focused on attracting per-
manent participants as this does not de-
pend on me.  What I am deeply interested 
in is to spread Modern Theosophy as much 
as possible.  Let me add that the impres-
sions I am receiving are very satisfactory 
judging by the response from new to The-
osophy, particularly the visitors of our 
web-page, which is the only one available 
in Athens containing HPB’s and Judge’s 
work.  Very shortly some of Dallas Ten-
Broeck’s and J.Farthing's topics are going 
to be on the site: www.theosophy.gr  and 
www.ultathens.gr . 

The study originally planned to be 
held on 27-29 of May was finally can-
celled due to lack of participation. 

If you already know of any ideas 
for attracting the attention of newcomers, 
please share them with us. 

In summer time I will be busy with 
the updating of the site and will participate 
in the Thessaloniki study-group. 

 

                                                
1 Yes, any effort to publish and spread The Ocean of 

Theosophy is a commendable work which will 
benefit all of us. — ED., A.T. 

During summer the Athens study-
groups are always discontinued as most 
people are not eager to attend because of 
the hot weather. 

I wish for all of you a nice summer 
and am looking forward to hearing from 
you. 

My best regards 
Aspasia  ness)  

 

Dear Friends, 

As you well know, I’ve been quite 
inactive since December last year due to my 
illness.  Now I’m resuming my normal life 
and updating my theosophical readings and 
studies.  The A.T. articles are very 
enlightening and helpful to me.  I am very 
thankful to you for your embracing and 
supporting Aveline’s endeavor and efforts to 
defend HPB against her detractors.  
Unfortunately, I have been of no avail to 
him here.  I’m sure your actions in relation 
to this, as well as Aveline’s will open many 
doors in the sense of making other 
Theosophists aware of the dishonest 
publication of the Letters, as well as giving 
HPB her due place in Theosophical 
discussions and Theosophists’ concern 

Regards 
Vera Santos 

Curitiba — Brazil 

 

Hello Will and Jerome, 

I was reading an article on the 
Eleusian mysteries that I thought you might 
find interesting. 

Dionysus, son of Zeus, was killed by 
the TITANS who destroyed him with an 
infernal knife, cutting him into pieces.  His 

http://www.theosophy.gr/
http://www.ultathens.gr/
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members were brought together by Demeter, 
and he experienced a new birth. 

 

An alternative story is that the son of 
Zeus and Persephone was dismembered by 
the TITANS, and that Zeus gave his heart, 
torn to bits, to Semele in a drink, and she 
was thus made pregnant. 

Later the Athenians honoured 
Dionysus, Demeter and Persephone. 
(http://homepage.mac.com/cparada/GML/Dionysus2.html ) 

 

In the Eleusian mysteries, to honour 
the reincarnation of Dionysus in a holy 
communion ceremony, initiates were given 
wheat yeast and wine, while the priest spoke 
some symbolic verses: 

"This is my Body which was broken 
for you and my Blood as shed for you" 

"Broken" meant that Dionysus's body 
was cut into pieces by the TITANS, but 
Dionysus the son of Zeus was reincarnated. 

This verse (as well as the ceremony 
itself) was incorporated into the early 
Christian Church, just as it was in the 
Eleusian communion ceremony. 

"This is my body, broken for you" 
http://www.equalitycentral.com/eca/sermons/Broken_Brea
d_Hearts.html  

Yet, Jesus was crucified, not cut into 
pieces. Could it be that early Christians 
replaced wheat and yeast with bread, in 
order to imply that bread "is broken"? 

In Orthodox Church, this verse 
remains unchanged until today: 

"Take, eat, this is my Body which is 
broken for you for the forgiveness of sins" 
(http://www.ocf.org/OrthodoxPage/liturgy/liturgy.html ) 

The Catholic Church reduced this 
verse into: 

FOR THIS IS MY BODY 
(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/latinmass2.html ) 

Best greetings, 
Costas 

Athens, GREECE 

 

 

We have a Horse 

Inside us we have a horse; it obeys 
orders from outside.  And our mind is too 
weak to do anything inside.  Even if the 
mind gives the order to stop nothing will 
stop inside. 

We educate nothing but our mind.  We 
know how to behave. . .  “Good-bye.”  
“How do you do?”  But it is only the driver 
who knows this.  The horse has no education 
whatever; it never went to school.  The 
horse was also capable of being taught, but 
we forgot all about it. . .  And so it grew up a 
neglected orphan. 

What I said about inner change refers 
only to the need of change in the horse.  If 
the horse changes, we can change even 
externally.  If the horse does not change, 
everything will remain the same no matter 
how long we study. 

It is easy to decide to change sitting 
quietly in your room.  But as soon as you 
meet someone, the horse kicks. 

G. I. GURDJIEFF 

 

http://homepage.mac.com/cparada/GML/Dionysus2.html
http://www.equalitycentral.com/eca/sermons/Broken_Bread_Hearts.html
http://www.equalitycentral.com/eca/sermons/Broken_Bread_Hearts.html
http://www.ocf.org/OrthodoxPage/liturgy/liturgy.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/latinmass2.html
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La Naturaleza Dual de la 
Mente1 

(Primera Parte) 

Nuestro Ego es un rayo de la Mente 
Universal, individualizado por el espacio de 
un ciclo de vida cósmica.  Durante todo ese 
tiempo éste obtiene experiencias en 
innumerables reencarnaciones o 
renacimientos, al fin de los cuales regresa a 
su Fuente-Patrimonial. 

El Ocultista denomina a su "Ego 
Superior" como la Entidad inmortal, cuya 
sombra y reflejo es el Manas humano, la 
mente, limitada por sus sentidos físicos.  
Los dos pueden muy bien ser comparados 
al Maestro-artista y al discípulo-músico.  El 
tipo de Armonía producido en el "órgano," 
la melodía Divina, o la nota discordante, 
depende si el discípulo está inspirado por el 
Maestro inmortal, y sigue sus dictados, o, si 
rompiendo con el control de lo alto, se 
satisface con las melodías mundanas 
producidas conjuntamente con su 
compañero malévolo--el hombre de carne--
todo esto en las cuerdas y claves de su 
órgano-cerebral. 

 — Artículos Teosóficos y Notas, p. 208 

¿Qué es la mente? El diccionario define la 
mente como (1) eso que piensa, percibe, 
siente, ejercita la voluntad, etc.; (2) siendo 
la inteligencia o el intelecto, la facultad de 
la mente por medio del cual se llega a 
conocer o entender, a diferencia de lo que 
por uno siente o desea. Es la capacidad 
para pensar y adquirir conocimiento. (3) 
Ambos: lo consciente y lo inconsciente, 
agrupados en una unidad o psyche. H.P.B. 
define la mente como: "un nombre que se 
dá a la suma de los estados de Conciencia 
agrupados bajo Pensamiento, Voluntad y 
Sentimiento." (S.D., I, 38) 

                                                
1 Translated for The Aquarian Theosophist, by 

Rodolfo Don. 

La Ciencia moderna es incapaz de 
comprender la verdadera naturaleza de la 
mente mientras continúe ignorando los 
valores morales de la vida asociados con 
ésta. Algunos científicos modernos llegan a 
aceptar que existe orden e inteligencia en el 
universo, y logran percibir tenuamente cierta 
conexión entre mente y materia. 

En la constitución humana, Manas es 
el quinto principio--traducido ligeramente 
como Mente. La Mente es un instrumento 
del Alma. En El Océano de la Teosofía, el 
señor Judge menciona que Manas se 
convierte dual en el momento en que se 
nace, cuando habita, imbúe o es innato en un 
cuerpo. Manas usa el cerebro para razonar, 
partiendo de premisas y llegando a 
conclusiones. Si nuestra premisa es errada, 
nuestra conclusión será también errada. Este 
es el aspecto inferior del Pensador o Manas 
el cual está más cercano a Kama o el 
principio de Deseo. Manas es lo que 
diferencia al hombre de los animales. Su 
otro aspecto es el Manas Superior el cual 
tiene afinidad con los principios espirituales 
del hombre. Si existe una conjunción de 
Manas con Buddhi, esto dá lugar a un 
aumento en la intuición espiritual. En un 
hombre regenerado espiritualmente esta 
conjunción es permanente. Cuando una 
persona es capaz de actuar desde el plano de 
Buddhi-Manas, esta persona se convierte en 
genio. 

En Manas están guardados los 
pensamientos de todas nuestras vidas. El 
Manas Inferior operando a través del 
cerebro, toma la forma y características de 
cualquier objeto, mental o de cualquier otra 
clase, sobre el cual se ha dirigido la 
atención. Patánjali dice que "la mente es 
'modificada' por cualquier objeto o sujeto 
traídos a su observación, o a los cuales está 
dirigida." Cuatro peculiaridades de la Mente 
Inferior son: (1) Igual que una mariposa, 
vuela a cualquier objeto o sujeto. (2) Vuela a 
una idea placentera. (3) Vuela a una idea no 
placentera. (4) Se mantiene pasiva. 
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Patánjali dice que es el alma y no la mente, 
el que recibe experiencia y adquiere 
conocimiento; ya que la mente es un 
instrumento que el alma utiliza para estar 
en contacto con la naturaleza y adquirir 
experiencia en la vida. Los comentarios 
del señor Judge en su Aforismo 24 en el 
Libro IV es muy iluminador. 

La mente es un mero instrumento, o 
medio, por el cual el alma adquiere 
experiencias y conocimiento. En cada 
encarnación la mente es como si fuera 
nueva. Es una porción de la totalidad de los 
medios con que se asiste al alma, a través 
de innumerable número de vidas, para 
obtener experiencia y recoger el fruto del 
trabajo realizado. La noción de que la 
mente es el que conoce, o el que recibe 
experiencias — es falsa. La cual debe ser 
sobrepasada antes de que el alma llegue a 
emanciparse. Por esto se ha dicho que la 
mente opera o existe para llevar a cabo la 
salvación del alma, y no el alma para 
beneficiar la mente. Una vez que esto se 
llega a entender en su totalidad, la 
permanencia del alma se puede apreciar, y 
todas las acciones malvadas que resultan de 
ideas falsas comienzan a desaparecer. (Los 
Aforismos de Yoga de Patánjali, p. 70) 

En la Tercera Proposición de La 
Doctrina Secreta, H.P.B. afirma que todas 
las almas son emanaciones del Alma 
Suprema Universal la cual es un aspecto de 
la Raíz Desconocida. Durante el curso de 
evolución, el hombre, la mónada divina, ha 
pasado por todas las formas, I.e., los reinos 
elemental, mineral, vegetal y animal antes 
de llegar a la escena humana. En el reino 
elemental la mónada está dormida, mientras 
que en los otros tres, está en un estado 
análogo al de sueño. El hombre era 
amanasa, I.e., sin-mente, pues la mente 
permanecía dormida igual que una vela 
apagada. Los ángeles Solares — 
Agnishwatta pitris — encendieron el manas, 
proviendo al hombre la abilidad de ser 
consciente de sí mismo y apercepción. 
Desde entonces, el hombre ha podido 
mirarse dentro, y fuera de sí mismo. 

Además, adquirió el poder para escoger — 
entre lo correcto y lo incorrecto. La 
evolución avanza por impulso natural en los 
reinos inferiores. Cuando se llega al estado 
humano, la fuerza del libre-albedrío 
remplaza al impulso natural anterior. De esa 
forma el progreso se realiza por el esfuerzo 
de cada uno, sujeto al karma. Este vasto 
esquema de evolución se extiende desde el 
átomo mineral al ser más elevado, a través 
de una serie de metempsícosis y 
rencarnaciones. 

H.P.B. explica que para que el 
númenon pueda convertirse en fenómeno en 
cualquier plano de existencia, se requiere un 
vehículo apropiado. En el plano cósmico, los 
Dhyan-Chohans — Jerarquía Colectiva de 
Seres Espirituales — sirve como vehículo 
para la manifestación del Pensamiento 
Divino y Voluntad. El hombre es una 
emanación de esos Seres Divinos en la 
tercera etapa. Así que: 

La divina mónada puramente Adi-
Búddhica se manifiesta como el Buddhi 
universal (el Mahabuddhi o Mahat en la 
filosofía Indú) la raíz espiritual, 
omnisciente y omnipotente de inteligencia 
divina, el anima mundi más elevado, o 
Logos. Esto desciende "como una llama 
irradiando del eterno Fuego, inmóvil, sin 
incrementar o decrecer, por siempre el 
mismo hasta el fin" del ciclo de existencia, 
y se convierte en vida universal en el Plano 
Mundano. Desde este plano de Vida 
consciente salen disparados igual que siete 
lenguas de fuego, los Hijos de la Luz (los 
logos de Vida); entonces los Dhyani-
Buddhas de contemplación: las formas 
concretas de los Padres-los Siete Hijos de la 
Luz sin forma, sin embargo ellos mismos, a 
los cuales puede aplicárseles la mística 
frase Brahmánica; "Tú eres ESO" — 
Brahm." Es de estos Dhyani-Buddhas que 
emanan sus chhayas (Sombras) los 
Bodhisattvas de las esferas celestiales, los 
prototipos de los Bodhisattvas supra-
terrestres, y de los Buddhas terrestres, y 
finalmente de los hombres. (S.D., I, 572) 
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En La Clave de la Teosofía, 
explicando la naturaleza y origen de Manas, 
H.P.B. escribe: 

Mahat o la "Mente Universal" es la 
fuente de Manas. Esta última es Mahat, I.e., 
la mente, en el hombre. A Manas también 
se la llama Kshetrajna, "espíritu 
encarnado," ya que de acuerdo con nuestra 
filosofía, son los Manasa-putras, o "Hijos 
de la Mente Universal," quienes crearon, o 
mejor dicho, producieron, el hombre 
pensante, "manu," encarnando en la 
humanidad de la tercera Raza en nuestra 
Ronda. Por consiguiente, es Manas el que 
es el verdadero y permanente Ego 
Espiritual, el cual reencarna — es la 
INDIVIDUALIDAD — y nuestras 
innumerables personalidades, solamente sus 
máscaras externas. 

(Continúa) 

[The above article from the April issue of The Theosophical 
movement, translated into Spanish by Rodolfo Don, is of such 

excellence that we offer its English version below:] 

 

 

The dual Nature e of Mind 

I 

Our Ego is a ray of the Universal 
Mind, individualized for the space of a 
cosmic life-cycle, during which space of 
time it gets experience in almost numberless 
reincarnations or rebirths, after which it re-
turns to its Parent-Source. 

The Occultist would call the “Higher 
Ego” the immortal Entity, whose shadow 
and reflection is the human Manas, the 
mind, limited by its physical senses.  The 
two may be well compared to the Master-
artist and the pupil-musician.  The nature of 
the Harmony produced on the “organ,” the 
Divine melody or the harsh discord, de-
pends on whether the pupil is inspired by 
the immortal Master, and follows its dic-
tates, or, breaking from its high control, is 

satisfied with the terrestrial sounds pro-
duced by itself conjointly with its evil com-
panion—the man of flesh—on the chords 
and keys of the brain-organ. 
—Theosophical Articles and Notes, p. 208 

WHAT is mind? The dictionary de-
fines mind as (1) that which thinks, per-
ceives, feels, wills, etc; (2) intelligence or 
intellect, being the faculty of mind by which 
one knows or understands, as distinguished 
from that by which one feels or wills.  It is 
the capacity for thinking and acquiring 
knowledge; (3) conscious and the uncon-
scious together as a unit or psyche.  H.P.B. 
defines mind as: “a name given to the sum 
of the states of Consciousness grouped un-
der Thought, Will and Feeling.” (S.D., I, 38) 

Modern Science is unable to under-
stand the true nature of the mind as it con-
tinues to neglect the moral values of life 
associated with it.  Some of the modern sci-
entists accept that there is order and intelli-
gence in the universe and dimly sense the 
link between mind and matter. 

In the human constitution, Manas is 
the fifth principle — loosely translated as 
Mind.  Mind is an instrument of the Soul.  In 
The Ocean of Theosophy, Mr. Judge men-
tions that Manas becomes dual at birth when 
it inhabits, informs or inheres in a body.  
Manas uses the brain to reason from prem-
ises to conclusions.  If our premise is wrong 
then our conclusion also will be wrong.  
This is the lower aspect of the Thinker or 
Manas that is nearest to Kama or the prin-
ciple of Desire.  Manas differentiates man 
from the animals.  Its other aspect is the 
Higher Manas that has affinity with the 
spiritual principles in man.  When a con-
junction of Manas with Buddhi occurs, it 
gives rise to spiritual intuition.  In a spiri-
tually regenerated man, this conjunction 
is permanent.  When a person is able to 
act from the plane of Buddhi-Manas, he 
becomes a genius. 

In Manas the thoughts of all lives are 
stored.  The Lower Manas operating 
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through the brain is at once altered into 
the shape and characteristics of any ob-
ject; mental or otherwise, it dwells on.  
Patanjali says that “the mind is `modified’ 
by any object or subject brought before it, 
or to which it is directed.  Four peculiari-
ties of the Lower Manas are: (1) Like a 
butterfly, it flies to any object or subject.  
(2) It flies to a pleasant idea.  (3) It flies 
to an unpleasant idea.  (4) It remains pas-
sive. 

Patanjali says that the real experi-
encer and knower is the soul and not the 
mind, i.e., it is only an instrument used by 
the soul to get in touch with nature and 
garner experience in life.  Mr. Judge’s 
comment on Aphorism 24 in Book IV is 
very illuminating. 

The mind is merely a tool, instrument, 
or means, by which the soul acquires ex-
periences and knowledge.  In each incar-
nation the mind is, as it were, new.  It is a 
portion of the apparatus furnished to the 
soul through innumerable lives for obtain-
ing experience and reaping the fruit of 
works performed.  The notion that the mind 
is either knower or experiencer is a false 
one, which is to be removed before eman-
cipation can be reached by soul.  It was 
therefore said that the mind operates or ex-
ists for the carrying out of the soul’s salva-
tion, and not the soul for the mind’s sake.  
When this is fully understood, the perma-
nency of soul is seen, and all the evils flow-
ing from false ideas begin to disappear. 
(The Yoga Aphorism of Patanjali, p. 70) 

In the Third Fundamental Proposition 
of the The Secret Doctrine, H.P.B. states 
that all souls are emanations of the Univer-
sal Over-Soul that is an aspect of the Un-
known Root.  During the course of evolu-
tion, man, the divine monad, has passed 
through all the forms, i.e., the elemental, 
vegetable, plant and animal kingdoms 
before reaching the human stage.  In the 
elemental kingdom the monad is asleep, 
and in the other three kingdoms it is in a 
state analogous to the dream state.  Man 
was amanasa, i.e., mindless, as the mind 

remained dormant like an unlit candle.  
The Solar angels—Agnishwatta pitris — 

lighted up the manas, endowing man 
with self-consciousness and apperception.  
Henceforth, man could look within and 
without and had the power of choice — 

between right and wrong.  Evolution pro-
ceeds by natural impulse in the lower 
kingdoms.  When the human stage is 
reached the force of free-will overrides 
the natural impulse, so that further pro-
gress is accomplished by one’s own self-
efforts, checked by Karma.  This vast 
scheme of evolution ranges from the min-
eral atom to the mightiest archangels, 
through a long series of metempsychoses 
and reincarnations. 

H.P.B. explains that for the 
noumenon to become phenomenon on any 
plane of existence, an appropriate vehicle 
on that plane is required.  On the cosmic 
plane, Dhyan-Chohans — Collective Host 
of Spiritual Beings — serve as the vehicle 
for the manifestation of Divine Thought 
and Will.  Man is an emanation of these 
Divine Beings at the third stage.  Thus: 

The divine, purely Adi-Buddhic 
monad manifests as the universal Bud-
dhi (the Mahabuddhi or Mahat in 
Hindu philosophy) the spiritual, omnis-
cient and omnipotent root of divine intel-
ligence, the highest anima mundi or the 
Logos.  This descends “like a flame 
spreading from the eternal Fire, im-
movable, without increase or decrease, 
ever the same to the end” of the cycle of 
existence, and becomes universal life on 
the Mundane Plane.  From this plane of 
conscious Life shoot out, like seven 
fiery tongues, the Sons of Light (the 
logoi of Life); then the Dhyani-Buddhas 
of contemplation: the concrete forms of 
their formless Fathers — the Seven Sons 
of Light, still themselves, to whom may 
be applied the Brahmanical mystic 
phrase; “Thou art THAT” — Brahm.” It 
is from these Dhyani-Buddhas that 
emanate their chhayas (Shadows) the 
Bodhisattvas of the celestial realms, the 
prototypes of the super-terrestrial Bo-
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dhisattvas, and of the terrestrial 
Buddhas, and finally of men. (S.D., I, 
572) 

In The Key to Theosophy, explaining 
the nature and source of Manas, H.P.B. 
writes: 

MAHAT or the “Universal Mind” is 
the source of Manas.  The latter is Ma-
hat, i.e., mind, in man.  Manas is also 
called Kshetrajna, “embodied Spirit,” be-
cause it is, according to our philosophy, 
the Manasa-putras, or “Sons of the Uni-
versal Mind,” who created, or rather 
produced, the thinking man, “manu,” by 
incarnating in the third Race mankind in 
our Round.  It is Manas, therefore, which 
is the real incarnating and permanent 
Spiritual Ego, the INDIVIDUALITY, and 
our various and numberless personalities 
only its external masks. (p. 133) 

(To be Concluded) 

 

 

Certain Persons on This 
Earth 

ACCORDING to her(HPB) there 
are certain persons on this earth, 
living and working as ordinary 
human beings and members of 
society, whose informing divine part 
is so immeasurably high in 
development that they as such high 
beings have a definite status and 
function in the "supersensuous 
regions." We should say—assuming 
the correctness of the author's 
statement—that she herself was 
such a case, and that "H.P.B.," 
whether hourly in the day or at night 

when all around was still, had a 
"status and function" in other 
spheres where she consciously 
carried on the work of that high 
station, whatever it was.  There were 
many events in her daily life known 
to those who were intimate with her 
that this hint may ravel, or at least 
shed much light upon.  And in one 
of her letters this sentence appears 

— in substance — "The difference 
between you and me is that you are 
not conscious except at day, while I 
am conscious day and night, and 
have much to do and to endure in 
both of these existences from which 
you, being thus half-conscious, are 
happily saved. 

W. Q. JUDGE 

 

Is Foeticide a Crime? 

[The Theosophist, Vol. IV, No. 11(47), August, 1883, pp. 
282-283., Blavatsky Articles, Vol. II, 335] 

The articles in your paper headed “Is 
Suicide a Crime?” have suggested to my 
mind to ask another question “Is Foeticide a 
Crime?” Not that I personally have any se-
rious doubts about the unlawfulness of such 
an act; but the custom prevails to such an 
extent in the United States that there are 
comparatively only few persons who can 
see any wrong in it.  Medicines for this 
purpose are openly advertised and sold; in 
“respectable families” the ceremony is 
regularly performed every year, and the 
family physician who should presume to re-
fuse to undertake the job, would be peremp-
torily dismissed, to be replaced by a more 
accommodating one. 

I have conversed with physicians, who 
have no more conscientious scruples to 
produce an abortion, than to administer a 
physic; on the other hand there are certain 
tracts from orthodox channels published 
against this practice; but they are mostly so 
overdrawn in describing the “fearful conse-

 



The Aquarian Theosophist,  Vol.  V, #10 August 17, 2005 Page 23 

quences,” as to lose their power over the 
ordinary reader by virtue of their absurdity. 

It must be confessed that there are cer-
tain circumstances under which it might 
appear that it would be the best thing as 
well for the child that is to be born as for 
the community at large, that its coming 
should be prevented.  For instance, in a case 
where the mother earnestly desires the de-
struction of the child, her desire will proba-
bly influence the formation of the character 
of the child and render him in his days of 
maturity a murderer, a jail-bird, or a being 
for whom it would have been better “if he 
never had been born.” 

But if foeticide is justifiable, would it 
then not be still better to kill the child after 
it is born, as then there would be no danger 
to the mother; and if it is justifiable to kill 
children before or after they are born then 
the next question arises: “At what age and 
under what circumstances is murder justifi-
able?” 

As the above is a question of vast im-
portance for thousands of people, I should 
be thankful to see it treated from the the-
osophical standpoint. 

An “M. D.,” F. T. S. 
GEORGE TOWN,  

COLORADO, U. S. A  
 
Editor’s Note.—Theosophy in general 

answers: “At no age as under no 
circumstance whatever is a murder 
justifiable!” and occult Theosophy adds:—
“yet it is neither from the standpoint of law, 
nor from any argument drawn from one or 
another orthodox ism that the warning voice 
is sent forth against the immoral and 
dangerous practice, but rather because in 
occult philosophy both physiology and 
psychology show its disastrous 
consequence.” In the present case, the 
argument does not deal with the causes but 
with the effects produced.  Our philosophy 
goes so far as to say that, if the Penal Code 
of most countries punishes attempts at 
suicide, it ought, if at all consistent with 
itself, to doubly punish foeticide as an 
attempt to double suicide.  For, indeed, 

when even successful and the mother does 
not die just then, it still shortens her life on 
earth to prolong it with dreary percentage in 
Kamaloka, the intermediate sphere between 
the earth and the region of rest, a place 
which is no “St. Patrick’s purgatory,” but a 
fact, and a necessary halting place in the 
evolution of the degree of life.  The crime 
committed lies precisely in the willful and 
sinful destruction of life, and interference 
with the operations of nature, hence — with 
KARMA — that of the mother and the would-
be future human being.  The sin is not 
regarded by the occultists as one of a 
religious character, — for, indeed, there is 
no more of spirit and soul, for the matter of 
that, in a foetus or even in a child before it 
arrives at self-consciousness, than there is in 
any other small animal, — for we deny the 
absence of soul in either mineral, plant or 
beast, and believe but in the difference of 
degree.  But foeticide is a crime against 
nature.  Of course the sceptic of whatever 
class will sneer at our notions and call them 
absurd superstitions and “unscientific 
twaddle.”  But we do not write for sceptics.  
We have been asked to give the views of 
Theosophy (or rather of occult philosophy) 
upon the subject, and we answer the query 
as far as we know. (Blavatsky Articles, II, 
335) 

 

The Brahmano-Jesuitical forces 
I asked a friend of mind just how 

entrenched the Leadbeaterian Priests (of The 
Liberal Catholic Church) were in South 
America, and in the process of answering 
this quote of Robert Crosbie was 
recommended to my attention as summing 
up the difference between the “eye doctrine” 
and the “Heart Doctrine”: 
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I was looking over the magazine 
article you mentioned.  It is interesting, 
instructive in places, intelligent and 
bountifully interspersed with diagrams.  
It gives the impression of great learn-
ing on the subject.  But it speaks here 
and there of the Logos and His care of 
His children.  Too much of the personal 
God under another name, thus leaving 
“His” poor, ignorant, sinful children 
none the wiser as to their godlike na-
ture!  The article made me think of the 
way the Jesuits side-tracked Masonry.  
They entered it, obtained its secrets, 
invented “higher degrees” to draw at-
tention from what lay hidden in the 
original ones, and gradually made it in-
nocuous, and incapable of leading to 
the knowledge that they feared.  Much 
that is going on and has gone on in the 
. . . society has the appearance of lead-
ing into innocuous desuetude.  This is 
the mode of working of Brahmano-
Jesuitical forces, and the ordinary 
thinker is unable either to perceive, or 
credit it if warned.  It is not believed 
that there are Dark Forces and their 
agents in the world, and that they war 
within that which they would destroy; 
that they dress themselves up in 
“sheep’s clothing” so as to be unsus-
pected.  But it is too true.  Every fail-
ure to establish the Wisdom-Religion is 
to be traced to the work of the Dark 
ones among the unsuspecting stupid 
“sheep,” who are appealed to through 
their weakness and led astray. There is 
no panacea for stupidity and ignorance 
but self-knowledge, discrimination; 
anything that leads away from them 
leads to desolation. Would that there 
might be some way by which eyes 
could be opened to a wise and proper 
consideration of all things. Yet, if one 
should publicly point out these things, 
“untheosophical” would be the least 
charge laid at his door. All that we can 
do is to accentuate the difference be-
tween the Eye Doctrine and the Doc-
trine of the Heart with full exemplifica-
tion. The . . . talk glibly of these, but in 
the words of Kipling, “what do they 
understand?” Those in that society who 
have the “heart-desire” may find that 

doctrine, but the mass have it not, and 
are kept from its consideration by 
every means. 

Without any conceit, you know it 
would be admitted by those who listen 
to you that it would be an easy matter 
for you to draw diagrams, and lecture 
on the differentiation of species, on the 
various Logo, Dhyanis, and classes of 
beings, Rounds and Races and so forth; 
but you know, and anyone can see, that 
if one had all these qualities at his 
tongue’s end, he would not be one whit 
better in character, nor would he pos-
sess any real knowledge—the knowl-
edge that leads to the wisdom and 
power of the Adept. Intellectual ac-
quaintance is well enough for those 
who are entertained by that sort of 
thing, but those who seek self-
knowledge, who will not be satisfied 
with anything else, go not by that road. 
Self-knowledge is the first desidera-
tum; the other is incidental, and useless 
without the first. The first requires 
whole-heartedness, self-discipline, 
constant service, unflagging determina-
tion. It is undertaken only by deter-
mined souls and continued by increased 
heroism — of such are the immortal he-
roes of the ages. The second can be fol-
lowed by any schoolboy, and is neces-
sary to some extent, as an equipment 
for the sake of others, but unless sub-
servient to the first, it is useless as a 
means of growth. The general tendency 
is toward “intellectualism,” and it is 
easy to follow that line of acquisition. 
The effort should therefore be to pre-
sent and practice the study that leads to 
growth, using the “process” only to as-
sist the understanding. The opposite is 
too generally the practice. There are 
Theosophists in name and Theosophists 
by nature; they are different. 

(The Friendly Philosopher, p. 161-
62) 
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