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There is no evidence to show that, in spite of her many Masonic
associations, H. P. B. was ever formally initiated into the Craft or was ever
a regular attender of any Lodge. Her involvement was incidental to her
exposition of the teaching and practices of Eastern Occultism (Trans-
Himalayan). It was from this, and to an extent directly from her Masters,
that she possessed a knowledge of the secrets and usages of Masonry and
not so much from any literature which, having been published, could not
have contained the real secrets of Occultism. H. P. B. learned her Occultism,
the ancient Ageless Wisdom, which included the Masonic secrets, directly
from her Master.

It is noteworthy that the bulk of the information about Masonry in the
theosophical classical literature is in /sis Unveiled which, according to Col.
Olcott’s account of the writing of that book and some of H. P. B.’s own
statements, was either written directly or from material otherwise provided
by the Masters themselves. There is some more information in the Collected
Writings, but only comparatively little in The Secret Doctrine.

If asked how a profane can know it [Masonry] the answer comes, ancient
and modern Freemasonry are an obligatory study with every Eastern
Occultist. [CWXI 71]

What of truth is there in this Theology [Christian]? Through what sects
has it been transmitted? Whence was it primarily derived? To answer, we
must trace the history of the World Religions, alike through the secret
Christian sects as through those of other great religious subdivisions of
the race; for the Secret Doctrine is the Truth, and that religion is nearest
divine that has contained it with least adulteration [LU.II 292]



The books by H. P. Blavatsky from which passages have been extracted
are:-

ISIS UNVEILED (L U.), Vols I and IT
THE SECRET DOCTRINE (S.D.), Vols I and II

THE SECRET DOCTRINE (S.D.), Vol. 111, only in the 1897 edition (this
material is in C.W.XII)

THE COLLECTED WRITINGS (C.W.), Vols I to XIV

Other books which readers might care to read for much information about
the craft from a masonic point of view are: -

THE FREEMASON’S GUIDE AND COMPENDIUM
by Bernard E. Jones, (George G. Harrop)

BLAVATSKY, FREEMASONRY AND THE WESTERN
MYSTERY TRADITION (1996 Blavatsky Lecture)
by Professor John Algeo (T. P. H.)

The cbmpanion book to this booklet, on The Kabala related to Theosophy,
is entitted FOUNDATIONS, published by The Theosophical Publishing
House in the Philippines






a number of movements, more or less public, but all shadowing in their
degree something of the original and enduring Ancient Wisdom.

These schools and their evolutionary process are of interest to the present
day students of Theosophy, for whom this work is principally written.
It may, however, be of wider interest and start a process in other readers
leading on to ever-widening horizons. Theosophy paints a broad picture,
from universals down to the smallest details, and all in between. It covers
both the cosmic structure and process. The structure is according to the
cosmic planes, and the processes involve universal dynamism. This
dynamism, manifesting throughout the whole of Cosmos, is synonymous
with ‘life’. The structure has two principal aspects, an upper one, the
Universal Spiritual Essence, relating to what are called the formless worlds;
the other to the worlds of form and objective manifestation. Man’s total
constitution has two corresponding aspects: an upper one referred to as his
Ego or Individuality, comprising three immortal spiritual principles, and
a lower one, his psychic and physical principles, which when combined
during earth life comprise his Personality.

The cosmic process proceeds by cycles and alternation. Things of all
magnitudes come and go everlastingly, During the genesis period of a
cosmic cycle Spiritual Essence is descending into matter, becoming more
and more immersed in it until at the bottom of the cycle it, as an operating
principle, is almost totally eclipsed by its material counterpart. After this
nadir the process reverses and matter becomes more and more spiritualised,
regenerated, so that the potentialities of spirit manifest more fully as the
ascent proceeds.

By the law of analogy this process applies to everything, including man who
has his spiritual principles, immortal, invisible, and his objective physical
body. The latter, however, is animated by the invisible energies of Nature
and these manifest in the inner worlds as his faculties of mind and emotion;
when considered together with their vehicles of expression in the inner
levels of being they are referred to as his psyche, soul, which is mortal as
opposed to his immortal Ego.

As in the case of everything else, necessarily a living entity, there is a point
in its descending arc, as a spiritual entity, when it is virtually totally



immersed in matter. It is then largely motivated by selfish animalistic urges
and very little influenced by its upper spiritual nature. The universal
process, however, demands that by the mechanisms of evolution it must and
will ascend through innumerable, increasingly spiritual experiences during
many ‘incarnations’ until, at the end of its very long evolutionary journey, it
becomes redeemed. It then manifests its full spiritual nature. In man it has
acquired immense knowledge and experience. When this process is really
complete he is ready to pass on into superhuman kingdoms as a developed
post-human spiritual entity.

This process has been known from time immemorial. During ages past
some aspirants after knowledge have made the necessary efforts and
sacrifices and have achieved these high states of spiritual development.
Historically there have been very few of them but, it is said, the world
has never been without their guidance. They have achieved the heights
of spirituality, knowledge and power, and remained in contact with the
physical and psychic realms to help their less developed brothers along the
long road to spiritual maturity.

There have been institutions, centres or schools where some of the
mysteries of life and being have been imparted to students to guide them in
their evolutionary development up to a point where they too have become
possessed of some of the knowledge of Nature’s inner secrets and powers.
The teaching in these schools constitutes what has become known as the
Ancient Wisdom tradition. In relatively recent times, apart from what may
have gone on in the ‘Ashrams’ of competent teachers in the East, some of
these teachings has been reflected in the West into the religious institutions
in ancient Egypt, Persia, the Chaldees, and eventually Greece and Rome.
There were the Mystery schools, all transmitting the common thread of
knowledge of the secrets of Nature to their neophytes and Initiates. This
knowledge has had many presentations; the chief of these is the Kabala,
which is referred to as “the root of Masonry”. More recently there have been
other presentations in Rosicrucianism, Alchemy, Hermeticism, Astrology,
and Masonry.

With time all these various presentations lost their purity. The Hierophants
or Initiates died and were not replaced; gradually their secrets were lost and
the schools virtually disappeared.









Establishment of a doctrine

In his Orthodoxie Magonnique, rightly or wrongly, Ragon, an illustrious
and learned Belgian Mason, reproaches the English Masons with having
materialized and dishonoured Masonry, once based upon the Ancient
Mysteries, by adopting, owing to a mistaken notion of the origin of the
craft, the name of Freemasonry and Free Masons. The mistake is due, he
says, to those who connect Masonry with the building of Solomon’s
Temple, deriving its origin from it. He derides the idea, and says:

‘The Frenchman knew well, when he adopted the title of francmacon
[which is not magon-libre, or freemasonry], that it was no question of
building the smallest wall, but that of being initiated into the ancient
Mysteries veiled under the name of Francmagonnerie, which could only
be the continuation or the renovation of the ancient mysteries; he was to
become a mason after the manner of Apollo or Amphion. And do we not
know that the ancient initiated poets, when speaking of the foundation of
a city, meant thereby the establishment of a doctrine? Thus Neptune, the
god of reasoning, and Apollo, the god of the hidden things, presented
themselves as masons before Laomedon, Priam’s father, to help him to
build the city of Troy — that is to say, to establish the Trojan religion.’

[S.D.1I, 795-6]

Mysteries - Atlanteans

The Mysteries were carried into South and Central America, Northern
Mexico and Peru by the Atlanteans in those days when

A pedestrian from the North [of what was once upon a time also India] might
have reached — hardly wetting his feet — the Alaskan Peninsula, through
Manchooria, across the future Gulf of Tartary, the Kurile and Aleutian Islands;
when another traveller furnished with a canoe and starting from the South, could
have walked over from Siam, crossed the Polynesian Islands and trudged into
any part of the continent of South America.

They continued to exist down to the day of the Spanish invaders. These
destroyed the Mexican and Peruvian records, but were prevented from

9






mobs, it is they who laid the first foundations of ritualistic Churches and
of the Lodges of modern Masonry. The latter fact was demonstrated by
Ragon in his ANTE-OMNIAE of the modern Liturgy compared with the
ancient Mysteries, and showing the rituals conducted by the early
Masons; the former may be ascertained by a like comparison of the
Church canonicals, the sacred vessels, and the festivals of the Latin and
other Churches and Masonry have widely diverged since the days when
both were one. If asked how a profane can know it, the answer comes:
ancient and modern Freemasonry are an obligatory study with every
Eastern Occultist.

[C.WXIL, 71]

Kabala

. . . Ten ciphers, 22 alphabetical letters, one triangle, a square and a
circle. Such are the elements of the Cabala, from whose mysterious
bosom sprang all the religions of the past and present; which endowed
all the Free Masonic associations with their symbols and secrets, which
alone can reconcile human reason with God and Faith, Power with
Freedom, Science with Mystery, and which has alone the keys of the
present, past and future.

[C.W1, 130-1]

Guardians, primitive divine revelation

Yet, if the students of the dead languages know anything, they ought to
know that the method of extreme necessitarianism was practised in
ancient as well as in modern Philosophy: that from the first ages of man,
the fundamental truths of all that we are permitted to know on earth were
in the safe keeping of the Adepts of the sanctuary; that the difference in
creeds and religious practice was only external; and that those guardians
of the primitive divine revelation, who had solved every problem that is
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Foundation by Cyclops (Initiators)

They [the Cyclops] are called “Builders”, and Occultism calls them the
INITIATORS, who, initiating some Pelasgians, thus laid the foundation
stone of true MASONRY.

[S.D.II, 345 fn]

Kabala - its basis

. . . the substance of the Kabalah is the basis upon which masonry is
built, since modern Masonry is undeniably the dim and hazy reflection
of primeval Occult Masonry, of the teaching of those divine Masons who
established the Mysteries of the prehistoric and prediluvian Temples of
Initiation, raised by truly superhuman Builders.

[C.W.XTV, 168]

KETHER
CROWN

3 2 CHOKMAH

BINAH
UNDERSTANDING WISPOM

CHESED

GEBURAH s
SEVERITY

‘. ar
GEDULAH
MERCY

TIPHERETH
BEAUTY

HOD
SPLENDOUR

NETZACH
VICTORY

The Sephirothal Tree
according to the Kabala

10
MALKUTH
THE XINGDOM

13






The extracts which follow indicate periods, some dates even, of events in
the development of Masonry.

Who was first operative Mason?

Who was, in fact, the first operative Mason of any consequence? Elias
Ashmole, the last of the Rosicrucians and alchemists. Admitted to the
freedom of the Operative Masons’ company in London, in 1646, he died
in 1692. At that time Masonry was not what it became later; it was
neither a political nor a Christian institution, but a true secret
organization, which admitted into the ties of fellowship all men anxious
to obtain the priceless boon of liberty of conscience, and avoid
clerical persecution.

[LU.349]

Templar-Rite

“We think we have sufficiently established the fact of the connection of
Freemasonry with other speculative rites of antiquity, as well as the
antiquity and purity of the old English Templar-Rite of seven degrees,
and the spurious derivation of many of the other rites therefrom”. Such
high Masons need not be told, though Craftsmen in general do, that the
time has come to remodel Masonry, and restore those ancient landmarks,
borrowed from the early sodalities!, which the eighteenth century
founders of speculative Freemasonry meant to have incorporated in the
fraternity. There are no longer any secrets left unpublished; the Order is
degenerating into a convenience for selfish men to use, and bad men
to debase.

[LU.IL 377]

1 Fellowship fraternity
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Other speculative rites

The entrance of such men as Elias Ashmole into the Operative Fraternity
paved the way for the great ‘Masonic Revolution of 1717°, when
SPECULATIVE Masonry came into existence. The Constitutions of
1723 and 1738, by the Masonic impostor Anderson, were written up for
the newly-fledged and first Grand Lodge of ‘Free and Accepted Masons’
of England, from which body all others over the world hail today.

[L.U.IL 389]

Epopteia - Master Mason

In the Mysteries, the third part of the sacred rites was called epopteia, or
revelation, reception into the secrets . . .

The word epopteia is a compound one, . . . — “upon”, and . . . — “to look™
or be an overseer, an inspector — also used for a master-builder. The title
of master-mason in Freemasonry, is derived from this, in the sense used
in the Mysteries.

[C.W.XIV, 123]

First Foundation Stone, Christianity

It is the former [the Epoptae], the “set apart”, who have preserved the
true secrets; it is the Mystae, those who knew them only superficially,
who laid the first foundation stone of modern Masonry; and it is from
this half-pagan, half-converted primitive fratemity of Masons that
Christian ritualism and most of dogmas were born.

[C.W.XT, 88]
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Hebrew MS (AD 1106)

No Hebrew MS is known to be older than Kennicott’s No. 154, which
belongs to A. D. 1106 (Donaldson). “The Masorah? was committed to
writing in 506 A. D.”

[C.W.III, 453]

Freemasonry and Church
descended from Gnostics & Neo-Platonists

It may thus be shown that both modern Freemasonry and Church
ritualism descended in direct line from initiated Gnostics, Neo-Platonists
and renegade Hierophants of the Pagan Mysteries, the secrets of which
they have lost, but which have been nevertheless preserved by those who
could not compromise. If both Church and Masons are willing to forget
the history of their true origin, the theosophists are not. They repeat:
Masonry and the three great Christian religions are all inherited goods.
The “ceremonies and passwords” of the former, and the prayers, dogmas,
and rites of the latter, are travestied copies of pure Paganism (copied and
borrowed as diligently by the Jews), and of Neo-Platonic Theosophy.

[C.W.XT, 75]

Builders of Higher Temple

We yield willingly to the modern Fraternity of Masons the title of
“Builders of the higher Temple”, as the a priori superiority of the
comparative adjective is as illusionary as the blaze of the burning bush
of Moses itself in the Templars’ Lodges.

[C.W.XT, 89]

2 Explanatory notes on the scrolls of the Old Testament and ancient Hebrew mss.
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Compromise - Christianity and Gnosticism

In Masonic Lodges the Tyler demands the sacramental words
(or precepts) from the apprentice or candidate, thus repeating the ancient
formulae. As Ragon, following the occult tradition, has well proved,
Masonry was a forced product of the Gnostic mysteries, born of a
compromise between Political Christianity and Gnosticism.

[C.W.XII, 8]

Start - 1717 - in London

Not until about thirty years after his [Elias Ashmole’s] death did what is
now termed modern Freemasonry see the light. It was born on the 24th
day of June, 1717, in the Apple-tree Tavern, Charles Street, Covent
Garden, London. And it was then, as we are told in Anderson’s
Constitutions, that the only four lodges in the south of England elected
Anthony Sayer first Grand Master of Masons. Notwithstanding its great
youth, this grand lodge has ever claimed the acknowledgment of its
supremacy by the whole body of the fraternity throughout the whole
world, as the Latin inscription on the plate put beneath the cornerstone
of Freemasons’ Hall, London, in 1775, would tell to those who could
see it.

[LU.350]

Communication with “Brothers”

But we will return to these Lectures of Robertson and his charges against
Masonry. The greatest accusation brought against the latter is that
Masons reject a personal God (this on the authority of Barruel and
Robison), and that they claim to be in possession of a “secret to make
men better and happier than Christ, his apostles and his Church have
made them”. Were the latter accusation but half true, it might yet allow
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the consoling hope that they had really found that secret by breaking off
entirely from the mythical Christ of the Church and the official Jehovah.
But both the accusations are simply as malicious as they are absurd and
untrue; as we shall presently see.

[LU.IL 375]

Protestant and R. C. Masonry

Since the origin of Masonry, the split between the British and American
Masons and the French “Grand Orient” of the “Widow’s Sons” is the
first one that has ever occurred. It bids fair to make of these two sections
of Masonry a Masonic Protestant and a Roman Catholic Church, as far
as regards ritualism and brotherly love, at all events.

[C.W.XI, 72fn]

Attempt to identify Enoch with Thoth
Some of the writers interested in the subject — especially Masons — have
tried to identify Enoch with Thoth of Memphis, the Greek Hermes, and
even with the Latin Mercury.

[S.D.II, 529]
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by Hermetic Philosophers. The latter who mainly lived in the mediaeval
ages, prompted on the one hand by their duty towards their brethren, and
by their desire to impart to them and their successors only, the glorious
truths, and on the other very naturally desirous to avoid the clutches of
the blood-thirsty Christian Inquisition, enveloped themselves more than
ever in mystery. They invented new signs and hieroglyphs, renovated the
ancient symbolical language of the high-priests of antiquity, who had
used it as a sacred barrier between their holy rites and the ignorance of
the profane, and created a veritable Cabalistic slang. This latter, which
continually blinded the false neophyte, attracted towards the science
only by his greediness for wealth and power which he would have
surely misused were he to succeed, is a living eloquent, clear language;
but it is and can become such, only to the true disciple of Hermes.

[C.W.1I 130-1]

Word — from “to receive”

But let us limit our present research to the Kabalah, and chiefly to
the Zohar — called also the Midrash. This book, whose teachings were
edited for the first time between 70 and 110 A .D., is known to have been
lost, and its contents to have been scattered throughout a number of
minor manuscripts, until the thirteenth century. The idea that it was the
composition of Moses de Léon of Valladolid, in Spain, who passed it off
as a pseudograph of Shimon ben-Yohai, is ridiculous, and was well
disposed of by Munk — though he does point to more than one modern
interpolation in the Zohar. At the same time it is more than certain that
the present Book of Zohar was written by Moses de Leon, and, owing to
joint editorship, is more Christian in its colouring than is many a
genuine Christian volume. Munk gives the reason why, saying that it
appears evident that the author “made use of ancient documents, and
among these of certain Midraschim, or collections of traditions and
Biblical expositions, which we do not now possess.”

As a proof, also, that the knowledge of the Esoteric system taught in the
Zohar came to the Jews very late indeed — at any rate, that they had so
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far forgotten it that the innovations and additions made by de Le6n
provoked no criticism, but were thankfully received — Munk quotes from
Tholuck, a Jewish authority, the following information: Haya Gaon, who
died in 1038, is to our knowledge the first author who developed [and
perfected] the theory of the Sephiroth, and he gave to them the names
which we find again among the Kabalistic names used by Dr. Jellinek.
Moses ben Shem-Tob de Léon, who held intimate intercourse with the
Syrian and Chaldaean Christian learned scribes, was enabled through the
latter to acquire a knowledge of some of the Gnostic writings.

Again, the Sepher Yetzirah (Book of Creation) — though attributed to
Abraham and though very archaic as to its contents — is first mentioned
in the eleventh century by Yehuda-ha-Levi (in his Khozari). And these
two, the Zohar and Yetzirah, are the storehouse of all the subsequent
Kabalistic works. Now let us see how far the Hebrew sacred canon itself
is to be trusted.

The word Kabalah comes from the root “to receive” and has a meaning
identical with the Sanskrit Smriti (“received by tradition”) — a system of
oral teaching, passing from one generation of priests to another, as was
the case with the Brahmanical books before they were embodied in
manuscript. The Kabalistic tenets came to the Jews from the Chaldaeans;
and if Moses knew the primitive and universal language of the Initiates,
as did every Egyptian priest, and was thus acquainted with the
numerical system on which it was based, he may have — and we say he
has — written Genesis and other “scrolls”.

[C.W.XIV, 170-2]
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During the summer solstice, the Sun provokes songs of gratitude from all
that breathes; hence Hiram, who represents it, can give to whomsoever
has the right to it, the sacred Word, that is to say life. When the Sun
descends to the inferior signs all Nature becomes mute, and Hiram can
no longer give the sacred Word to the companions, who represent the
three inert months of the year. The first companion strikes Hiram feebly
with a rule twenty-four inches long, symbol of the twenty-four hours
which make up each diurnal revolution; it is the first distribution of time,
which after the exaltation of the mighty star, feebly assails his existence,
giving him the first blow. The second companion strikes him with an
iron square, symbol of the last season, figured by the intersections of two
right lines, which would divide into four equal parts the Zodiacal circle,
whose centre symbolises Hiram’s heart, where it touches the point of the
four squares representing the four seasons; second distribution of time,
which at that period strikes a heavier blow at the solar existence. The
third companion strikes him mortally on his forehead with a heavy blow
of his mallet, whose cylindrical form symbolises the year, the ring or cir-
cle; third distribution of time, the accomplishment of which deals the last
blow to the existence of the expiring Sun. From this interpretation it has
been inferred that Hiram, a founder of metals, the hero of the new leg-
end with the title of architect, is Osiris (the Sun) of modern initiation;
that Isis, his widow, is the Lodge, the emblem of the Earth (loka in
Sanskrit, the world) and that Horus, son of Osiris (or of light) and the
widow’s son, is the free Mason, that is to say, the Initiate who inhabits
the terrestrial lodge (the child of the Widow, and of Light.)

And here again, our friends the Jesuits have to be mentioned, for the
above rite is of their making.

[C.W.XTV, p 264-5]

Altars in churches

Up to the IVth century the churches knew of no altars. Up to that date
the altar was a table raised in the middle of the temple, for purposes of
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700 wives etc. — never a living man

Whose 700 wives and 300 concubines, by the bye, are merely the
personations of man’s attributes, feelings, passions and his various
occult powers: the Kabalistic numbers 7 and 3 showing it plainly.
Solomon himself, moreover, being, simply, the emblem of SOL — the
“Solar Initiate” or the Christ-Sun, is a variant of the Indian “Vikarttana”
(the Sun) shorn of his beams by Visvakarman, his Hierophant-Initiator,
who thus shears the Chrestos-candidate for initiation of his golden
radiance and crowns him with a dark, blackened aureole — the “crown of
thorns.” (See The Secret Doctrine for full explanation.) Solomon was
never a living man. As described in Kings, his life and works are an
allegory on the trials and glory of Initiation.

[C.W.X, 162 fi]

Key to “Raising Spirits”

The possibility of “raising spirits” according to the Key of Solomon, is
the height of superstition and ignorance. Purity of deed and thought can
alone raise us to an intercourse “with the gods” and attain for us the goal
we desire. Alchemy, believed by so many to have been a spiritual
philosophy as well as a physical science, belonged to the teachings of the
theosophical school.

[C.WII, 96]
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if only because the former exists to this day as a stupendous living
monument of Esoteric records, while the famous temple has never
existed outside of the far later Hebrew scrolls.

[C.W.XIV, 195]

Measurements: Temple, Pyramid

The measurements of the Great Pyramid being those of the temple of
Solomon, of the Ark of the Covenant, etc., according to the Piazzi
Smythe and the author of The Source of Measures, and the Pyramid of
Gizeh being shown on astronomical calculations to have been built 4950
B. C., and Moses having wriften his books — for the sake of argument —
not even half that time before our era, how can this be? Surely if any
one borrowed from the other, it is not the Pharaohs from Moses, even
philology shows not only the Egyptian, but even the Mongolian, older
than the Hebrew.

[C.W.XTY, 183 fu]

Measurement of Pyramids

Having discovered that the Pyramid of Cheops with all its measurements
is to be found contained in its minutest details in the structure of
Solomon’s Temple; and having ascertained that the biblical names Shem,
Ham and Japhet are determinative of pyramid measures, in connection
with the 600 year period of Noah and the 500-year period of Shem, Ham
and Japhet, . . . the terms “sons of Elohim” and “daughters of H-Adam,”
[are] for one thing astronomical terms.

[C.W.XTV, 65]
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Quadrature — perfect measure

Parker’s quadrature is “that identical measure which was used anciently
as the perfect measure, by the Egyptians, in the construction of the Great
Pyramid, which was built to monument it and its uses,” and that “from it
the sacred cubit-value was derived, which was the cubit-value used in
the construction of the Temple of Solomon, the Ark of Noah and the Ark
of the Covenant” (The Source of Measures, p. 22).

[C.W.XTV, 195 fi]

Three foundations

How general must have been that geometrical figure in the
world-symbols, may be inferred from the fact that there is a Masonic
tradition that Solomon’s temple was built on three foundations, forming
the “triple Tau” or three crosses.

[C.W.XTV, 152]

Theosophy — Temple of Solomon’s Wisdom

In this respect, as it is the duty and task of every genuine theosophist to
accept and carry out these principles [Buddhist tenets], Theosophy is
RELIGION, and the Society its one Universal Church; the temple of
Solomon's wisdom, in building which “there was neither hammer nor
axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in building”
(I Kings, vi, 7); for this “temple” is made by no human hand, nor built in
any locality on earth — but, verily, is raised only in the inner sanctuary of
man’s heart wherein reigns alone the awakened soul.

[CW.X, 162]
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Masonic inch

Hence the most important secret yet yielded by her in our modern day is
the identity of the old Roman measures and the present British measures,
of the Hebrew-Egyptian cubit and the Masonic inch.

[C.W.XTV, 67]

Initiation — Construction of Temple

.. . the whole of the Masonic rite of Initiation is based upon the Biblical
allegory of the construction of that Temple [of Solomon], Masons
conveniently forgetting, or perhaps ignoring, the fact that the latter
narrative is modelled upon Egyptian and still earlier symbolisms. Ragon
explains it by showing that the three companions of Hiram stands for the
Sun — from its summer solstice downwards, when it begins decreasing —
the whole rite being an astronomical allegory.

[C.W.XIV, 264]

The Temple, a Symbol

The building of the Temple of Solomon is the symbolic representation of
the gradual acquirement of the secrer wisdom, or magic; the erection and
development of the spiritual from the earthly; the manifestation of
the power and splendour of the spirit in the physical world, through the
wisdom and genius of the builder. The latter, when he has become an
adept, is a mightier king than Solomon himself, the emblem of the sun
or Light himself — the light of the real subjective world, shining in the
darkness of the objective universe. This is the “Temple” which can be
reared without the sound of the hammer, or any tool of iron being heard
in the house while it is “in building” . . .
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Throughout the countries of the Orient, wherever magic and the wisdom-
religion are studied, its practitioners and students are known among
their craft as Builders, while the students, or neophytes are classed as
speculative or theoretical. The former exemplify in works their control
over the forces of inanimate as well as animate nature; the latter are but
perfecting themselves in the rudiments of the sacred science. These
terms were evidently borrowed at the beginning by the unknown
founders of the first Masonic guilds.

In the now popular jargon, “Operative Masons™ are understood to be the
bricklayers and the handicraftsmen, who composed the Craft down to Sir
Christopher Wren’s time; and “Speculative Masons,” all members of the
Order, as now understood. The sentence attributed to Jesus, “Thou are
Peter . . . upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it,” disfigured, as it is, by mistranslation and
misinterpretation, plainly indicates its real meaning. We have shown the
significance of Pater and Petra, with the hierophants — the interpretation
traced on the tables of stone of the final initiation, was handed by the
initiator to the chosen future interpreter. Having acquainted himself with
its mysterious contents, which revealed to him the mysteries of creation,
the initiated became a builder himself, for he was made acquainted with
the dodecahedron, or the geometrical figure on which the universe was
built. To what he had learned in previous initiations of the use of the rule
and of architectural principles, was added a cross, the perpendicular and
horizontal lines of which were supposed to form the foundation of
the spiritual temple, by placing them across the junction, or central
primordial point, the element of all existences, representing the first
concrete idea of deity. Henceforth he could, as a Master builder
(see I Corinthians, iii. 10), erect a temple of wisdom on that rock of
Petra, for himself; and having laid a sure foundation, let “another
build thereon”.

[LU.IL 391-2]
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