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The Blessings of Publicity 
A Subconscious Worship of Death: Weapons 
Industries and Life Destruction in the West   

 

Helena P. Blavatsky 
 

 
 

A well-known public lecturer, a distinguished Egyptologist, said, in one of his lectures 
against the teachings of Theosophy, a few suggestive words, which are now quoted and must 
be answered: 
 
“It is a delusion to suppose there is anything in the experience or wisdom of the past, the 
ascertained results of which can only be communicated from beneath the cloak and mask of 
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mystery (…). Explanation is the Soul of Science. They will tell you we cannot have their 
knowledge without living their life (…). Public experimental research, the printing press, and 
a free-thought platform, have abolished the need of mystery. It is no longer necessary for 
science to take the veil, as she was forced to do for security in times past”, etc.   
 
This is a very mistaken view in one aspect. “Secrets of the purer and profounder life” not only 
may but must be made universally known. But there are secrets that kill in the arcana of 
Occultism, and unless a man lives the life he cannot be entrusted with them. 
 
The late Professor Faraday had very serious doubts whether it was quite wise and reasonable 
to give out to the public at large certain discoveries of modern science. Chemistry had led to 
the invention of too terrible means of destruction in our century to allow it to fall into the 
hands of the profane. What man of sense - in the face of such fiendish applications of 
dynamite and other explosive substances as are made by those incarnations of the Destroying 
Power, who glory in calling themselves Anarchists and Socialists - would not agree with us in 
saying: - Far better for mankind that it should never have blasted a rock by modern perfected 
means, than that it should have shattered the limbs of one per cent even of those who have 
been thus destroyed by the pitiless hand of Russian Nihilists, Irish Fenians and Anarchists. 
That such discoveries, and chiefly their murderous application, ought to have been withheld 
from public knowledge may be shown on the authority of statistics and commissions 
appointed to investigate and record the result of the evil done. The following information 
gathered from public papers will give an insight into what may be in store for wretched 
mankind. 
 
England alone - the center of civilization - has 21,268 firms fabricating and selling explosive 
substances. [1] But the centers of the dynamite trade, of infernal machines, and other such 
results of modern civilization, are chiefly at Philadelphia and New York. It is in the former 
city of “Brotherly Love” that the now most famous manufacturer of explosives flourishes. It 
is one of the well-known respectable citizens - the inventor and manufacturer of the most 
murderous “dynamite toys” - who, called before the Senate of the United States anxious to 
adopt means for the repression of a too free trade in such implements, found an argument that 
ought to become immortalized for its cynical sophistry: - “My machines”, that expert is 
reported to have said - “are quite harmless to look at; as they may be manufactured in the 
shape of oranges, hats, boats, and anything one likes (…). Criminal is he who murders people 
by means of such machines, not he who manufactures them. The firm refuses to admit that 
were there no supply there would be no incentive for demand on the market; but insists that 
every demand should be satisfied by a supply ready at hand.” 
 
That “supply” is the fruit of civilization and of the publicity given to the discovery of every 
murderous property in matter. What is it? As found in the Report of the Commission 
appointed to investigate the variety and character of the so-called “infernal machines”, so far 
the following implements of instantaneous human destruction are already on hand. The most 
fashionable of all among the many varieties fabricated by Mr. Holgate, are the “Ticker”, the 
“Eight Day Machine”, the “Little Exterminator”, and the “Bottle Machine”. The “Ticker” is in 
appearance like a piece of lead, a foot long and four inches thick. It contains an iron or steel 
tube, full of a kind of gunpowder invented by Holgate himself. That gunpowder, in 
appearance like any other common stuff of that name, has, however, an explosive power two 
hundred times stronger than common gunpowder; the “Ticker” containing thus a powder 
which equals in force two hundred pounds of the common gunpowder. At one end of the 
machine is fastened an invisible clock-work meant to regulate the time of the explosion, 
which time may be fixed from one minute to thirty-six hours. The spark is produced by means 
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of a steel needle which gives a spark at the touch-hole, and communicates thereby the fire to 
the whole machine. 
 
The “Eight Day Machine” is considered the most powerful, but at the same time the most 
complicated, of all those invented. One must be familiar with handling it before a full success 
can be secured. It is owing to this difficulty that the terrible fate intended for London Bridge 
and its neighborhood was turned aside by the instantaneous killing instead of the two Fenian 
criminals. The size and appearance of that machine changes, Proteus-like, according to the 
necessity of smuggling it in, in one or another way, unperceived by the victims. It may be 
concealed in bread, in a basket of oranges, in a liquid, and so on. The Commission of Experts 
is said to have declared that its explosive power is such as to reduce to atoms instantly the 
largest edifice in the world. 
 
The “Little Exterminator” is an innocent-looking plain utensil having the shape of a modest 
jug. It contains neither dynamite nor powder, but secretes, nevertheless, a deadly gas, and has 
a hardly perceptible clock-work attached to its edge, the needle of which points to the time 
when that gas will effect its escape. In a shut-up room this new “vril” of lethal kind, will 
smother to death, nearly instantaneously, every living being within a distance of a hundred 
feet, the radius of the murderous jug. With these three “latest novelties” in the high season of 
Christian civilization, the catalogue of the dynamiters is closed; all the rest belongs to the old 
“fashion” of the past years. It consists of hats, porte cigars, bottles of ordinary kind, and even 
ladies’ smelling bottles, filled with dynamite, nitroglycerin, etc., etc. - weapons, some of 
which, following unconsciously Karmic law, killed many of the dynamiters in the last 
Chicago revolution. Add to this the forthcoming long-promised Keely’s vibratory force, 
capable of reducing in a few seconds a dead bullock to a heap of ashes, and then ask yourself 
if the Inferno of Dante as a locality can ever rival earth in the production of more hellish 
engines of destruction! 
 
Thus, if purely material implements are capable of blowing up, from a few corners, the 
greatest cities of the globe, provided the murderous weapons are guided by expert hands - 
what terrible dangers might not arise from magical occult secrets being revealed, and allowed 
to fall into the possession of ill-meaning persons! A thousand times more dangerous and 
lethal are these, because neither the criminal hand, nor the immaterial, invisible weapon used, 
can ever be detected. 
 
The congenital black magicians - those who, to an innate propensity towards evil, unite 
highly-developed mediumistic natures - are but too numerous in our age. It is nigh time then 
that psychologists and believers, at least, should cease advocating the beauties of publicity 
and claiming knowledge of the secrets of nature for all. It is not in our age of “suggestion” 
and “explosives” that Occultism can open wide the doors of its laboratories except to those 
who do live the life. 
 

NOTE:  
 

[1] Nitroglycerine has found its way even into medical compounds. Physicians and druggists 
are vying with the Anarchists in their endeavors to destroy the surplus of mankind. The 
famous chocolate tablets against dyspepsia are said to contain nitroglycerine! They may save, 
but they can kill still more easily. (Note by HPB) 
 
[The above text is reproduced from the “Collected Writings” of H.P. Blavatsky, volume 
XIII, pp. 215-218. It is also available at “Theosophical Articles”, H. P. Blavatsky, 3-volume 
edition, Theosophy Co., Los Angeles, 1981, volume II, pp. 393- 396.] 
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Civil War of Mankind 
At the Height of WW II, Garrigues Says in  

1943 That Killing Each Other Is No Solution 
 

John Garrigues 
 

 
 

Insofar as proclaimed ideologies really represent the issues being fought over in the war, the 
struggle is to adjust or settle a difference of opinion as to the nature of man. Of course, men 
will not discover their true nature by destroying one another, nor will the respective theories 
defended either gain or lose in truth by victory or defeat. Out of it all, what may come is the 
reflection by a thoughtful few on the meaning of a war arising from such an issue.  
 
This war, as students of propaganda never cease from pointing out, has from the beginning 
been between combinations of psychological and physical forces, ranged on both sides, 
struggling against each other. But the war is even more essentially psychological than this 
suggests. The contestants are striving to prove half-truths, distorted images of ancient 
wisdom, caught up and mirrored in the minds of men who have little capacity to grasp their 
true meaning. 
 
Dark shadows of the caste system hang over Europe; differences of evolutionary degree have 
been crystallized as absolutes and misapplied by violence. In other parts of the world, the 
doctrine of independence has been so exaggerated and exploited by the powerful that Nature 
has forcibly responded to assert the fact of inter-dependence, and because of human 
blindness, the lesson threatens to be accepted with but superficial understanding. 
 
This is no war between the purely Good and the undoubtedly Bad of the human species; it is a 
war by humanity on Nature, an arrogant insistence by nearly the entire human race that the 
incomplete and fallible theories of this generation be accepted as part of the Natural Order. In 
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such a war there can be no victory, but only the miserable and disheartening failure of 
disillusionment, the harvest of what Bossuet called “active ignorance”. 
 
The resolution of all these problems must finally come through knowledge of Theosophy. 
How else explain the mysteries of heredity and environment, which can be dissolved only by 
the doctrine of reincarnation? How else understand the confused class relationships that 
continually present themselves, despite all efforts at leveling, and to the despair of the 
theoretical socialist? Where can we seek, besides in Isis Unveiled, for the laws which govern 
the seizure, of whole populations, sometimes, by demonic rages and fears? Out of the Turba 
of the Karmic past of nations come rejected disciples, strong in will, with inverted knowledge 
of human nature, to balance the ledger of moral retribution. 
 
The Karma of families, of groups, nations and races, must be considered. Ascending cycles of 
intellectual development, pursued by late arrivals on this stage of evolution, meet and mingle 
with decadent but powerful currents of efflux in race evolution - betrayers and betrayed, 
sophist and simple follower, loyal simpleton and deceiving blackguard: all these are mixed by 
hundreds, thousands and millions in the peoples of the western world. 
 
Lighted by the crimson glare of Mara’s jewel, all human nerves drawn tight by the unending 
tension of Kali Yug, the war goes on between the forces of light and darkness in man - which 
is simply and singly a struggle to know the truth. How little we succeed is plain for all to see. 
 
What might have been, had the world, or even a portion of the world, accepted the knowledge 
brought by H. P. Blavatsky, no one can say. Yet the fact that this civil war of mankind is little 
more than a medieval instrument of torture to extract from wracked humanity the truth about 
the soul is evidence enough that the race is woefully behind in its evolution. This is a cycle 
when men everywhere should be looking inward and upward; when, with the changing 
currents in the evolutionary tide, the time has arrived for psychological knowledge to be 
realized by the race. Failing in this, we kill one another for the sake of psychological theories 
- theories of the soul! 
 
There is truth in the caste system - a great truth. It represents as real a classification of the 
principles of society as does the septenary constitution of the individual. No soul in its long 
journey from planetary birth to adeptship can avoid the duties and the lessons of each basic 
type of service and interrelation with his fellows. Just as religion itself, symbol of the highest 
in man, suffers the lowest degradation of any human institution, so the caste idea, once a 
metaphysical verity and a natural fact, becomes the materialized repository of lie, insult and 
indignity. Yet, because of the truth in it, this idea permeates every social order on earth, even 
the revered democracies, to whom it is theoretically anathema. The aristocratic principle -
which is but a simplified designation of the caste idea - emerges in corrupt glory to dominate 
every political party that ever existed. The power of suggestion, for good or evil, the teacher-
disciple relation, the rapport of healer and sick one - these are psycho-physical laws of nature 
with far-reaching social applications. Whatever we name their operation, however we disguise 
them, they are present and operate; when recognized and understood, they work for good, 
when slyly used by clever but unscrupulous men, they bring untold evil to mankind. 
 
The Spirit in Man is everywhere equal, but individual men are not, and the sooner we admit it, 
and attempt to understand the moral significance of human differences, the sooner will we 
learn to work with, instead of against, the laws of Nature. 
 
The fact of so many inequalities throughout human experience is a massive demonstration of 
the law of evolution. Through manifold differential relations, the ego must learn to balance 
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his life according to the laws which connect him with the rest of life. As numbers run from 
zero to infinity, having synthesis only in the all-inclusive One, which is at once the Nothing 
and the All, so the complexities of life are but the mathematics of the soul, to be drawn into 
unity by the Self who is greater than any part, the absolute master of every relation. 
 
The weak man must learn to grow into the strength of self-reliance; hence, he is cast into 
situations that divest him of any aid save that which arises from within. The strong man must 
learn to be gentle, for always stronger than he will be the inexorable law of Unity; the whole 
is greater than the parts. Men are oppressed, their pride humbled, their false hopes destroyed 
and their illusions exploded by whatever karmic instruments are available. The pride that 
goeth before the fall of one may serve to humble the conceit of another, and so the angular 
projections of the lower nature wear upon each other. Such is Nature’s method of using the 
forces at hand in the perfection of her economy. 
 
Social structures are likewise the means for learning; they offer the immediate experiences 
men need as souls, and, to the reflective, present larger lessons in human behavior, displaying 
the peculiar laws of group action, of organized kamic and psychic tendency. 
 
Theories of human nature current in the world take no account of the evolution of the soul. 
The soul has its own order of progression, and masses of souls their special group relations, 
and all these orders are governed by distributive Karma, related by past collective actions, 
their present confused by the ignorance which conceals the meaning of the processes which 
are now working out. Conflicts among men and nations, in this age of transition, will be more 
and more characterized by psychological factors, degraded and made into fanatical crusades 
because of the superior origin of the motivations now forced down to a material level. No 
animal is as beastly as a man fallen from his estate, and the combats of men, in an age when 
they should be studying together the mysteries of soul, and finding the keys that Adepts have 
provided, will exhibit parallel marks of depravity. 
 
The lessons of this war will be learned by men of discernment. 
 
000 
 

Reproduced from “Theosophy” magazine, Los Angeles, CA, September 1943, pp. 481-484. 
 

000 
 

Read more: 
 

 
 
* The Fourfold Placenta. 
 
* A Prayer for the World.   
 
* Old Prophecies and Atomic War. 
 

https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/the-fourfold-placenta/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/the-fourfold-placenta/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/prayer-for-the-world/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/old-prophecies-and-atomic-war/
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* The World War in Our Minds.  
 
* How We Fabricate Scapegoats.  
 
000 

Use the Power of Thought  
and Help Eliminate the Danger  
Created by Nuclear Arsenals.  

Click, Read and Practice - 

A Prayer for Our  
Planetary Community 

 

 
 

Evoking Common Sense  
And the Universal Law 

 
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/a-prayer-for-our-planetary-community/  

 
000 
 

* Study The Mystery of the Templars, by H.P. Blavatsky.  
 
000 
 

https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/the-world-war-in-our-minds/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/how-we-fabricate-scapegoats/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/a-prayer-for-our-planetary-community/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/a-prayer-for-our-planetary-community/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/a-prayer-for-our-planetary-community/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/the-mystery-of-the-templars/
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A Symbol to Study and Contemplate: 

The Magical Seal of Saturn 

 

Meaning: 
 

* Realization can be only obtained through Antagonism; 
* Prudence and Justice yield Victory; 
* And Right Action is the Result of the Knowledge of Will-Power.  
 
000 
 

From a text by Liddell MacGregor Mathers, author of “The Kabbalah Unveiled”. The article 
was published by H.P. Blavatsky in the March 1888 edition of her London magazine. 
 

000 
 

 
 

See The Bright Side of Saturn.  
 

000 

https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/the-bright-side-of-saturn/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/the-bright-side-of-saturn/
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Two Short Messages  
from Donald Trump 

 
From the book “Think Big”, by Donald J. Trump,  

with Bill Zanker, Harper, HarperCollins, N.Y., 368 pp.,  
2007. Numbers of pages are indicated in parenthesis.  

 

 
 
* Ditch Your Doubts  
 

Big thinkers conquer their doubts. Doubt leads directly to failure. If you do not know how 
things are going to turn out, you are not alone. None of us really know. You could be hit by a 
bus crossing the street. Nobody knows. When in doubt, believe in yourself and assume that 
you will succeed. Nobody can do this for you. Do not grab for someone else’s reassurance 
when you are feeling inadequate.  
 
Develop your own self-belief. 
 
Oftentimes you will see somebody that is not likely to be successful, but becomes successful 
only because he or she has the ability to think big. (p. 276) 
 

* Never Stop Focusing on your Goals 
 
If you want to become successful and stay successful, you must learn how to focus. Becoming 
successful is very hard. You are going to run into many problems and obstacles.  
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Instead of dwelling on all the negatives, think about what you want. Think about all the good 
things you are going to do in life. Keep focused on your goal and never give up. You can 
never rest no matter how good things are going.  
 
Your current “good times” are only a result of the hard work and dedication you have. 
 
If you want to continue being successful, you’ve got to keep doing the things that got you 
there in the first place. If you let yourself get distracted by all the trappings of success you’re 
sowing the seeds of your own decline. So never stop focusing on your goals, no matter how 
successful you are. (p. 246) 
 
(Donald J. Trump) 
 
000 
 

Ethan Hawke:  

Basic Principles for Knights 
 

 
 

[Fragments from the book “Rules for a Knight”, by Ethan Hawke, 
published by Alfred A. Knopf, in New York, USA, 2024, 177 pages. 

Numbers of pages are indicated in parenthesis at the end of each quotation.] 
 
1. In Silence We Sense Eternity 
 

Create time alone with yourself. When seeking the wisdom and clarity of your own mind, 
silence is a helpful tool. The voice of our spirit is gentle and cannot be heard when it has to 
compete with others. Just as it is impossible to see your reflection in troubled water, so too is 
it with the soul. In silence, we can sense eternity sleeping inside us. (p. 13) 
 

2. The Practice of Honesty   
 

A dishonest tongue and a dishonest mind waste time, and therefore waste our lives. We are 
here to grow, and the truth is the water, the light, and the soil from which we rise. The armor 
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of falsehood is subtly wrought out of the darkness and hides us not only from others but from 
our own soul. (p. 55) 
 

3. Truth is the Shield 
 
A knight does not protect the truth; he lives inside it and the truth protects him. (p. 58) 
 
4. Courage 
 
Anything that gives light must endure burning.  
 
Courage is our ability and willingness to overcome our fear. Fear is nothing to be ashamed of, 
it is a powerful resource, reminding us to be wary, alert, and mindful. Fear is the dark and 
courage is the light. Fear is the call and courage is the answer. When struggling to find his 
courage, a knight relies on his breath. Sword fighting, archery, horsemanship - virtually every 
task I can think of is aided by an awareness of breath. It is the connective tissue of the 
universe, binding all living creatures together. By focusing on our breath, we are able to more 
adeptly inhabit our bodies and function on instinct. (pp. 61-62) 
 
5. Discipline: Practice Hard 
 
In the field of battle, as in all things, you will perform as you practice; so practice hard. With 
practice, you build the road to accomplish your goals. Excellence lives in attention to detail. 
Give your all, all the time. Don’t save anything for the walk home. The better a knight 
prepares, the less willing he will be to surrender. (p. 95) 
 
6. Dedication  
 
Ordinary effort, ordinary result. Take steps each day to better follow these rules. Luck is the 
residue of design. Be steadfast. The anvil outlasts the hammer.  
 
Everyone wants to be a knight; wanting is no great accomplishment. How hard you work is 
the difference between good and great, promising and masterful, squire and knight. To attain 
great wisdom, a knight knows he must live a long time. He remembers that his body is not 
his; it is a gift from his ancestors. Therefore, he does not poison his roots with intoxicants. He 
eats to live, and does not live to eat. He keeps his teeth and hands clean. His body and mind 
are kept sharp with daily exercise and contemplation. (pp. 103-104) 
 
7. The Ark and the Flood 
 
Remember, Noah had to build the ark before the flood; likewise, you must not wait for the 
inevitable storms of life before you ready your mind. Thought precedes action. How we 
handle times of peace and calm will determine our behavior in moments of crisis. (p. 105) 
 
000 
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Truth Frightens Those 
Who Take Refuge in Illusions 

 

 
 

In order to avoid the embarrassment of circulating Charles Leadbeater’s stories about his 
alleged trips to Mars, theosophical publishers of the Adyar Society in the US, Brazil, and 
other countries have removed all “Martian” passages from new editions of his book “Inner 
Life”, since the 1960s. 
 
But by doing so they are only hiding the falsehoods that have already been widely unmasked 
in public.   
 
There are many other absurd claims in Leadbeater’s books whose falsity has not yet been so 
blatantly, or frontally and completely demonstrated. And they continue to circulate under the 
protection of the leaders of the ritualistic power-structure created by Leadbeater and Annie 
Besant. The idea of theosophy is used as a cover for rituals, and also as a source of prestige. 
 
All experienced members of the Adyar Society know very well that Leadbeater is a fraud. 
 
But since he created or established the false rituals of which they are a part - Freemasonry, the 
Egyptian Rite, etc. - they behave as if they knew nothing, and still try to prevent the truth 
from becoming public. 
 
They attack the friends of truth, as if telling the truth were something unbrotherly since “truth 
hurts”. 
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In fact, truth is the only guarantee of brotherhood. But falsifying sacred teachings is 
unbrotherly - as in Leadbeater’s case - since it leads generations of honest people astray by 
misleading their efforts to attain wisdom.  
 
Falsehood destroys brotherly feelings and actions even when disguised as good manners. 
Being sincere and having respect for sincerity are two factors that constitute the foundation of 
all true brotherhood. 
 
Sooner or later, falsehood provokes hypocrisy. 
 
Even a lie that begins with good intentions later ends in sheer disrespect. The choice for 
sincerity must be unconditional therefore, in Theosophy as in all things. 
 
For Helena Blavatsky, no religion, no ritual, no vanity, no pursuit of personal power and no 
illusion can ever be considered more important than truth. 
 
(CCA) 
 
000 
 

Read more:  
 

 
 
* Leadbeater and the Daily Life on Mars. 
 
* Political Life on the Red Planet.  
 
* The Fraud in Adyar Esoteric School.  
 
* Krishnamurti on Besantian Delusions. 
 
* From Ritualism to Raja Yoga (by a Master of the Wisdom).  
 
* Some Words on Daily Life (by a Master of the Wisdom). 
 
000 

https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/leadbeater-and-the-daily-life-on-mars/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/leadbeater-and-the-daily-life-on-mars/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/political-life-on-the-red-planet/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/the-fraud-in-adyar-esoteric-school/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/krishnamurti-on-besantian-delusions/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/from-ritualism-to-raja-yoga/
https://www.carloscardosoaveline.com/some-words-on-daily-life/
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000 
 

Join  E-THEOSOPHY  group on Google Groups, and study a little bit of 
theosophy every day: https://groups.google.com/g/e-theosophy . 
 
000 
 

https://groups.google.com/g/e-theosophy
https://groups.google.com/g/e-theosophy
https://groups.google.com/g/e-theosophy
https://groups.google.com/g/e-theosophy
https://groups.google.com/g/e-theosophy�
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The Need for Moral Education  
A True Manifesto, From a Book That Was  
Highly Recommended by Helena Blavatsky 

 
Joseph Rodes Buchanan  

 

 
 

Moral education as commonly understood is not a very brilliant or interesting theme. The 
phrase has a grand meaning if we reason it out, but words do not pass current by their normal 
meaning. All words and phrases are liable to degenerate in use. Villain and miscreant were 
originally and normally terms of very respectable meaning, but they degenerated until they 
signified scoundrels. Metaphysics was normally a word of lofty import, implying the highest 
sphere of knowledge, but it has so degenerated that to-day it implies mere empty and 
worthless speculation. 
 
So moral education, which normally means the elevation of man to the loftiest condition that 
he is capable of occupying, signifies in most men’s minds merely repressing the extravagant 
vices and animality of youth, and giving them a respectable knowledge of the moral code. But 
this is not moral education any more than a police court is a temple of religion. It is merely a 
piece of necessary self-defence against animality. The science of moral education is not yet 
systematically developed, and the art of moral education has yet to be organized and put in 
practice in our public schools. It is a very remarkable fact that now, near the end of the 
nineteenth century, there is no recognized system of moral education, and no science in vogue 
developing its true principles. I do not mean that there has been no moral teaching, no moral 
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influence in schools, or no moral results, but simply that there has been no scientific system, 
no adequate comprehension of the moral power, nothing but the instinctive movements of 
common sense without a scientific plan. 
 
The idea that the moral nature is just as educable as the intellectual nature, and that it is just as 
practicable to make a good man as a wise and enlightened one, is not yet entertained or acted 
on in literary institutions. The idea is, practically speaking, so new that it may even be 
necessary to prove that I am not visionary or utopian in presenting it, and claiming for 
education more than its friends have ever yet demanded, more than any college, excepting 
perhaps Fellenberg’s, has ever yet demonstrated to be possible, and more than any 
philosopher has shown by reason to be within the bounds of probability. 
 
The value, the power, and the practicability of moral education have not been known, because 
all men have given their attention to intellectual education, fully believing in intellectual 
development by educational institutions, which would give their pupils intellectual 
superiority; but not believing, not even hoping that such institutions would raise their pupils 
into moral superiority over the rest of mankind. But that is what I do believe and claim for 
moral education. If that claim be just, it is one that should arrest the attention of the whole 
civilized world, for it is the most cheering and hopeful statement that has ever fallen on the 
ears of the philanthropist, while it is the most revolutionary suggestion that has ever been ad- 
dressed to the practical teacher. 
 
You will agree with me that it is not a debatable question whether a man’s moral or 
intellectual life is of the greatest value, for happiness is as high above intelligence as the 
heavens above the earth; nor is it at all debatable whether it were better for our country to be 
filled with shrewd and intelligent scoundrels or with good but ignorant men. Ignorance is a 
trivial matter in comparison to crime, and intellectual shrewdness is no compensation for the 
loss of virtue and happiness. I claim therefore that moral education in its highest sense is 
incomparably more important than intellectual education; and as our educational systems 
have heretofore been not moral but intellectual, they are but left-handed affairs, and have yet 
to acquire their strong right arm. It is almost impossible to make education purely intellectual; 
but if we could educate men forever on the intellectual plan, and if there could be no moral 
element in the education, they would be no better, no happier in the end; there would be as 
much of fraud and strife, murder and misery, as much of poverty, despair and suicide, as 
when we began. Two of the most intellectual, brilliant, and educated men I have ever known 
terminated their lives by their own hands, because all their intelligence brought no happiness; 
their lives were hollow mockeries; and just such a despairing mockery is that splendid 
civilization in which literature, art, science, machinery, and architecture make an outward 
display, while the whiskey-shop, the street mob, the workhouse, the penitentiary, the police 
court, the foundling hospital, and the insane asylum tell the inside story of its misery. Amid 
the brilliant civilization of Paris there are today many thousand criminals. 
 
We have had too, much of the intellectual without the moral education; and although the 
world is far better now than in the days of the Roman Empire it is still crammed with misery 
and crime. The laborers of Europe, living on from one to three dollars a week, are kept in 
squalid ignorance, and their bread is taken by taxes to feed four million men who live only for 
the purpose of homicide by bullet and bayonet. The great nations of Europe devote their 
wealth to standing armies and the debts of war; and while they profess to represent the highest 
civilization of Christendom, which professes allegiance to the law of love, they live as 
brigands do, with their swords pointed at each other’s throats, every one of them believing 



The Aquarian Theosophist, May 2025 
 

17 

that if they could not defend themselves, their so-called Christian neighbors would invade, 
conquer, rob and enslave them. Each nation thus declares that it considers its neighbors an 
organized banditti, and this universal opinion must have some foundation. Gloomy as it 
seems, this is the universal condition which “is now, ever has been, and ever shall be”, unless 
moral education can change the scene. That noble apostle of education, my friend Horace 
Mann (who is now among the saints), said in a lecture often delivered: 
 
“The world is to be redeemed. In six thousand years, with exceptions ‘few and far between’, 
the earth has been a dwelling place of woe. There has not been an hour since it was peopled 
when war has not raged like a conflagration on some part of the surface. In the haughtiness of 
despotism on the one hand, and the debasement of vassalage on the other, the idea of human 
brotherhood has been lost. The policy of the wisest nations has been no higher than to punish 
the crimes they permitted, instead of rewarding the virtues they had cherished. Throughout 
the earth until lately, and now in more than three of its five grand divisions, the soldier and 
the priest have divided and devoured it. The mass of the human race has sojourned with 
animals, that is, in the region of the animal appetites; and though the moral realms have been 
discovered, yet how feebly have they been colonized. But it is impiety to suppose that this 
night of darkness and cloud will always envelop the earth. A brighter day is dawning, and 
education is its day-star. The honor of ushering in this day is reserved for those who train up 
children in the way they should go. Through this divinely-appointed instrumentality more 
than by all other agencies the night of ignorance and superstition is to be dispelled, swords 
beat into ploughshares, captives ransomed, and rivers of plenty made to run where the rivers 
of intemperance now flow. At this sight ‘angels look on and hold their breath, burning to 
mingle in the conflict’.” 
 
If teachers are to be the chief instruments for the redemption of mankind, they must rise to the 
dignity of their apostolic office; and the very first requisite is that the honors and rewards, the 
salary and the social position of teachers should be equal to those of any other profession, and 
that young men and women of the best abilities and social position should be induced to resort 
to the normal school as they now resort to colleges of law, medicine, and divinity, and should 
consider the diploma of a qualified teacher, earned by four years’ special study, the most 
honorable parchment that any university can give, at once a passport to profitable occupation 
and to social respectability, because it would be (from a proper normal university) an 
evidence of the character of a thorough gentleman of more diversified culture than we find in 
any other profession - competent to instruct most physicians in physiology and hygiene, most 
clergymen in philosophy, and most attorneys in political economy and history.  
 
000 
 
The above text is reproduced from pages 25-29 of the book Moral Education: Its Laws and 
Methods, by Joseph Rodes Buchanan, second edition, 1882.  
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A Key to See Behind the Masks: 

The Multilevel Language of DJT 
  There Are Several Layers of Meaning  

In What the U.S. President Has to Say 
 

 
 

Trump’s way of reasoning is deeper than outward appearance and flows beyond it. He seems 
to be constantly testing the average levels of polite insincerity and organized politically 
correct falsehood that are largely current in our civilization.  
 
Trump expects people to behave in a deeper way, and to transcend the external theater of 
social life.   
 
But there is a price to pay for that. Hypocrites use to get furious at his informal language and 
“multilevel” approach. Perhaps this is so irritating because their masks inevitably fall in the 
process, which often has disastrous effects for them.  
 
Trump is proud to be transparent in his methods. He rejects the idea of making a world war 
and dislikes the notion of wars in general. This is disappointing to the military industrial 
complex and its (corrupt) media. Trump has gained the confidence of millions because they 
are apt to see an inner pattern of truthfulness beneath his seemingly careless language.  
 
Trump frankly describes and recommends his method of knowing people regardless of their 
social and political masks. In one of his books, he makes the following suggestion to his 
readers and shows them a practical way to go beyond courteous falsehood:   
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“Offer a calculated nugget of information”, he says, “or a provocative opinion, to see what the 
reaction is.”  
 
He proceeds: 
 
“If you say something seemingly off the cuff, you may get a revealing response. I might make 
an outrageous comment in a meeting just to see whether the other people play along or take a 
stand and disagree. It’s a good way of assessing the mettle of the folks across the table. Do 
they want to be liked? Are they comfortable with unpredictability? Are they capable of 
candor?” 
 
Donald concludes: 
 
“Know that your negotiating partner might bluff, too. But when it comes to serious endeavors, 
you don’t want bluffers of any sort. Study the person’s history.” [1] 
 
As soon as people transcend the outward layer of social falsehood or void courtesy, they can 
start talking seriously.  
 
Then frankness will flow on solid ground. This is an effective way to gradually get rid of 
elegant falsehood, beautiful lies, and smart fraud.  
 
Full attention and a wide horizon are of the essence. Donald, the friend of peace, explains: 
 
“The intersecting of ideas is when innovation will follow - thinking in musical terms while 
listening to your windshield wipers, or thinking of a hotel tower and condominiums at one 
time, or maybe watching a stone roll and imagining a wheel. Who knows what will result? 
Sometimes it will be fantastic and other times it won’t, but it gets the mind working in new 
dimensions that can sometimes prove fruitful. This can also happen without deliberately 
attempting to be innovative, so the other technique to employ - consciously and unconsciously 
- is to keep an open mind.” [2]  
 
What Trump says about the action of an open mind is related to the ability to observe the 
world from the point of view of the Law of Analogy. The topic is discussed by Helena P. 
Blavatsky in “The Secret Doctrine” and other writings. (CCA)  
 
NOTES:  
 
[1]From the book “How to Get Rich”, by Donald J. Trump, with Meredith McIver, BBC 
Books, Penguin House, London, UK, Copyright 2004, 252 pp., see p. 129.  
 
[2] “Think Like a Champion”, Donald J. Trump, with Meredith McIver, Da Capo Press, 2009, 
USA, 205 pp., see p. 08.  The topic of “multilevel attention” is also examined in the article 
“Life and Writings of John Garrigues”: see footnote number 7 and the paragraph that calls to 
it.   
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Thoughts Along the Road 
Mere External Facts Cannot Decide  

Human Future, Individual or Collective 
 

 
 

Monteiro Lobato (1882-1948) 
 
 

* I think I have something to say regarding obstacles, limitations, problems, adverse 
conditions and challenges of all kinds. Strange as it may seem, none of these have real 
strength or meaning in themselves. They are mainly enactments - outward manifestations - of 
some inner characteristics of one’s own soul, or self.   
 
* Brazilian author Monteiro Lobato (1882-1948) wrote that outward circumstances are - up to 
a certain extent - comparable to phantoms or shadows. Circumstances seem to express the 
state of one’s soul. They also influence our mental landscape, and Lobato said: 
 
* “The stage for great dramas is one’s mentality. Great art is that which, by reproducing the 
mimicry of a certain character, allows us to glimpse the drama unfolding in his brain. Hamlet 
will seem illogical to the superficial observer who seeks the meaning of his words by relating 
it to what follows and what precedes. Because the prince’s words do not answer to what 
Polonius or the Queen or Horace ask him - they answer to himself, they answer to the ideas 
suggested to him by an external stimulus; hence the vague direct relationship between what he 
says and what they say to him. The result is the profound beauty of that drama.” [1] 
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* Let us think of somebody who annoys us. Such a person plays the role of an external mirror 
reflecting disharmonious contents present in our soul and our Karma. This mirror may have 
the effect of a magnifying glass. It can arise fear and anger in us. In fact, it is presenting us 
with a valuable lesson in self-knowledge.  
 
* A wiser being who inspires us with his words, or his personal example of dignity and 
altruism, is also a mirror revealing the higher nature present in ourselves. External facts in our 
lives are results from the contents of our inner world. They are the seeds of future 
developments within one’s personal universe.   
 
* It is not up to external facts to build or decide your future. All they can do is put different 
sets of possibilities before you, as in a tray, from which your soul will choose by inclining 
itself in one direction or the other, due to spontaneous affinity, or because of willpower and a 
conscious choice.   
 

The Dweller 
 
* We must examine the source of the obstacles confronting our intention to improve the world 
and correct ourselves. Such opposition is within us, and it is intelligent. It is called the 
Dweller on the Threshold in theosophical lore. [2] It is the structure of our old karma 
astutely resisting our attempts to change life for the better and to make real progress in 
attaining wisdom. Psychoanalysis helps explain it.  
 
* The Dweller is the subconscious spirit of attachment to past comforts; and also to past fears 
and sufferings, since we often become addicted to personal pain and personality dramas, 
around which the lower self usually loves to glorify itself.   
 
* The Dweller will fiercely resist your effort to be born again on a wiser level of 
consciousness. It will attack you when you least expect, in apparently unforeseeable and 
especially painful ways. Don’t make a drama of it. Don’t indulge in self-pity.  Learn the 
lessons that are silently staring at you, perhaps mockingly. Accept that your basic naiveté is 
slightly laughable at times. You can do that by looking at facts as they are. Human nature is 
kaleidoscopic: danger and opportunity, and laughter, and victory, all come to us together, but 
they can quickly change into their opposites. Stability must be found on the higher self, not in 
the ever-changing realm of outward tides. A Master of the Wisdom wrote:  
 
* “How can you know the real from the unreal, the true from the false? Only by self-
development. How get that? By first carefully guarding yourself against the causes of self-
deception. And this you can do by spending a certain fixed hour or hours each day all alone in 
self- contemplation, writing, reading, the purification of your motives, the study and 
correction of your faults, the planning of your work in the external life. These hours should be 
sacredly reserved for this purpose, and no one, not even your most intimate friend or friends, 
should be with you then. Little by little your sight will find the mists pass away, your interior 
faculties strengthen, your attraction towards us [the Eastern Masters and their Wisdom] gain 
force, and certainty replace doubts”. [3] 
 
* The “Dweller” is your own spiritual ignorance and your failures. As long as you can learn 
from your Threshold and accept as teachers the obstacles and difficulties now surrounding 
you, you are getting ready to learn from your real teacher, your higher self. One’s higher 
consciousness is put into action by calmly studying the teachings given to mankind by the 
great souls of all time. Each pilgrim must develop an ability to learn regardless of 
circumstances. According to the Masters, “Sermons can be preached even through stones”.[4] 
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Idiocy and Wisdom in Daily Life  
 
* It is naïve to treat as a wise man someone who is in fact a fool. On the other hand, it 
constitutes a sad mistake to treat as a fool a wise person who does not indulge in the sophistry 
of personality appearances. How to avoid that confusion? To really know someone is as hard 
as knowing oneself.  
 
* In human interactions, you must try to know, therefore, to whom you are speaking. You can 
know people by observing their attitudes along time, and by comparing what they say and 
what they do. 
 
* Ultimately you can only judge others on the basis of your self-knowledge, so do your best in 
looking at your life impersonally - and accurately.  
 
* Keep an open mind, for both situations and people use to change, and you are no exception. 
 
* Each individual is an irregular (and surprising) combination of several kinds of foolishness, 
naiveté, wisdom and intuition. Human soul includes arrogance, humbleness, courage, fear, 
lucidity, generosity, narrow-mindedness and so on.  Right and wrong are often not separated. 
As a spiritual pilgrim, you must learn to live with, and to manage in a balanced way, the 
kaleidoscopic contrast between ignorance and wisdom in yourself and the others. The same 
need exists in every collective situation happen to live. (CCA) 
 

NOTES: 
 

[1] “Mundo da Lua e Miscelânea”, by Monteiro Lobato, Ed. Brasiliense, São Paulo, SP, 
Brazil, 1968, 339 pp., see p. 98. 
 
[2] See the article The Dweller on the Threshold, by Robert Crosbie. To know what HPB 
and Psychoanalysis have to say about it, read Resistance to Change in Theosophy.   
 
[3] “Letters from the Masters of the Wisdom - First Series”, TPH-India, Fourth Edition, 
1948, Letter II to Laura Holloway, pages 203-204. 
 
[4] “Letters from the Masters of the Wisdom - First Series”, TPH-India, Fourth Edition, 
1948, Letter II to Laura Holloway, page 204.   
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Pope Leo XIV Wants  
Peace, And So Do Theosophists 

 

 
 

Augustinian priest Robert Prevost is the new Pope (photo) and has adopted the name of Leo 
XIV. While thinking differently from Catholics in many points, theosophists have deep 
respect for the Catholic movement. The new Pope wants peace in the world, and we agree.  
 

The Independent Lodge of Theosophists hopes universal wisdom and ethics will be born 
again in every religion. Real wisdom can be found in Christianity and other religious 
movements. We believe each spiritual tradition can improve itself and participate in making 
the world a better place. We work for the universal brotherhood of all nations and groups. 
Brotherhood means mutual respect. At the same time, the task of the theosophical movement 
is to humbly learn from its own mistakes and improve itself.  
 

We invite readers to examine the articles * The Mahatmas and Christianity, * Helena 
Blavatsky’s Self-Criticism,  * The Imitation of Christ  and the thematic section on  
Christianity and Esoteric Philosophy. 
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